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families frolicking at tsukimigaoka seaside park (photo by lance kita)

espite only 363 km of
shoreline, Tokushima's
mild weather and
proximity to the warm
Kuroshio Current make
it beach-friendlier than
coastline-rich Hokkaido (over
4000 km!)

With a total of seven public
kaisuiyokujou (swimming
beaches or seaside resorts),
numerous seaside parks,
coastline areas, and unofficial

surfing beaches, what to do?
Where to go? Here’s a quick
guide to some of the more
popular spots, from the tried-
and-true to the oh-so-brand-
new.

The Newest

Tsukimigaoka Seaside Park
(Itano-gun, Matsushige-cho)
BR-BEB8ERE (DEHH

EOHOVWDOAT D ZA)
Overview: After runway
construction at Tokushima
Airport wiped out the northern
beach area, a manmade
seaside park providing access
the south side debuted this
April, ideal for families and
picnics.

The Best: Brand-new,
beautiful facilities. Rent a cabin
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re you ready for Awa Odori? It's going

to be upon us soon! I can already hear

people practicing in the parks around

my house. Yes, now that I've started
opening my windows to let in a cool breeze, 1
hear a lot of things at night. Bosozoku driving
past with their melodic klaxons, frogs looking
for mates, sirens, and soon the cicadas will be
here too.

This month, we've got plenty of information
to help you get the most out of your summer,
including a rundown of some popular beaches
from Lance Kita, and info for some fireworks
displays as well. Plus, we've started an
announcements section to keep the community
abreast of local weddings, births, and other big
news. Please write in if you'd like to contribute!

love, Claire

At

ear Awa Life readers, how are you faring

amidst all this rainy weather? The arrival

of the rainy season for another year has

led me to be at home much more than
to which I am accustomed. In many ways it
has been quite relaxing, giving me the chance
to catch up on reading and forcing me to get
some proper sleep as well. It is nice to sit
at home on the weekends or in the evening
and listen to the rainfall on the roof, and very
calming as well. Just, not when I have to go
to work and all I have along the way is a dinky
umbrella to fend off the hordes, as it were.
Despite my best efforts I always seem to end
up getting very very wet, but I guess you have
to play this little game of give and take when
grey clouds are on the horizon. Take care!

cheers, Andrew

a view from the iya onsen outdoor baths, away through the iya valley (photo by james disley)

-2-



FFFCTURAL INTFRNATIONAL FXCHAN

TOKUSHIMA PRI GF ASSOCIATION

joining arasowaren 2007

submitted
awalife@gmail.com

he chance to join the international dancing group Arasowaren and secure your place in Awa
Odori 2007 is here! Make sure you sign up soon, however, as places go quickly! You can also
sign up to play an instrument! No experience is necessary, and there will be practice sessions

before the event.

WHEN:

Tuesday, August 14

LOCATION:

e Meet at the "Well City Tokushima"

TIME:

¢ Assemble from 3:00pm

e Opening Ceremony and pre-dance party
from 4:20pm

¢ Dancing from approximately 5:40pm-9:30pm
PARTICIPATION FEE:

e ¥3000 for Japanese,

e Y2000 for non-Japanese participants
APPLICATIONS:

e Apply in person at TOPIA or;

e Apply with a reply-paid postcard (see below)
e On receiving your application, TOPIA will
mail you a post-office deposit form (furikomi-
youshi), which you can use to pay the
participation fee. Or pay at TOPIA.

PLEASE NOTE:

We cannot accept applications by fax or
telephone. You cannot apply on the day of
the event. Sorry, but we cannot refund the
participation fee for any reason. In the event
of rain, the party and dance will take place
inside the “Kosei Nenkin Kaikan”. Participants
will be limited to the first 80 applicants.
TOPIA:

Tel - (088) 656 3303 Fax - (088) 652 0616

FEREEY ThoZhiE] SMEEE
- RFTa—)b: 8A14H8 (K)
TFRIB~FRAIE (- BEZ)
T 4820 9~ (FASR)
1% 5 B 40 9~ (B8 Y BALR)
FEIB3D (BRT)
- BB T EE (EEEAEEAEE)
- ZME (hFELLE) : BAA¥3,000 4 E
A¥2,000
*R (BRZE) ODBFEIE. ZEATOME
BYELUBN—T4—ICHIVEBZET,
BHIAZFE : FERNEICT. DL
CIEFfOEREBESORHECEH Q0RLUTD
ADH) ZHEZADLTOPIAEXE TEHLIAA
T, b, XBEY (kBF304) ZFE
DHEFIZFDODEZEINEZICHEATEN, (F1
DADAIIBREY EHRVET.) £/ BEE
ICIFRERAEMNZICEKYSINOAIEZEMS
HHLET., SMAREAA ICIIEERDIRIA
OERESEZHMOETLETOT, RIEEAHNE
FERVBRELUANICSMEEZBIZILOVT X,
BE., —EILVAENSNEERL. WD
IBETHIWRLTEEFHADTIEFET S
(AW

EEE - FAX TORMFITEELSEX W,
* HEABMIIARAAEETT,
* BETENRICHYREHFEDTY £,
*x BUMBELELEELTVWET,
<HLLIITEKLIZTN >

How to apply via return-paid postcard:

Front

R Q- CIEIE L

EXH
Tokushima Prefectural

International Exchange

Association (TOPIA) leave this space

blank

Clement Plaza 6F
1-61 Terashima Honcho-
nishi, Tokushima City

Back
aoo-ooadao

Write the following
information here:
1. name
2. gender
3. address
4. telephone number
5. nationality
6. age (if under 20)
also state if you want a
women's style dancing
costume (subject to
availability)

iR{

oifi

write your name and
address here

Fold the postcard so the address of the intended recipient is facing out and post it like a regular postcard. Return-paid
postcards (ofuku hagaki) can be purchased at the post office and TOPIA for 100 yen. ( %3
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"sea"dy side..con't from page 1

(¥12,000/night base price +
¥800/adult and ¥400/child)
and bring stuff to barbecue.
The visitor center has a café,
sundries store, showers, and
lockers. Kids can bounce on
a trampoline hill and climb a
rocket jungle gym. Adults can
lean back on special chairs in
the Tachimachizuki 3% A and
Fushimachizuki EA # B spots
and watch the moonrise over
the water (or planes taking
off to the left). Of course, the
beach is right next door.

The Worst: Japanese love to
rush at a new place. Get there
as the gates open at 8:30 am
and fight for parking (over
400 stalls, but summer will be
packed).

Did you know?:
Tsukimigaoka takes its name
(*Moon-viewing Hill”) to the
max in its design with crescent
landscaping and benches, and
an innovative Moon Phase Pool
(BDEBERITH ) where tidal
movements fill and empty the
round pool into moon phase
shapes. How many hidden
moons can you find?
Nitty-Gritty: Park is open
8:30 am to 10 pm everyday
(closed Dec. 29-Jan. 3 and
on Mondays Oct. 1 — March
31). Beach area is open to the
public at all times.

The Grandest

Naruto Uchinoumi Park
(Naruto-shi, Takashima)
BROF/ BREXE (k5
EDBDOIHEDITOIOX
)

Overview: Tucked behind
Naruto Educational University,
this expansive park is perfect
for large groups. Opened on
June 1, 2003, it's also one of

naruto uchinoumi park pirate play area (photo by lance kita)

the nicest seaside parks in the
prefecture, if not in Shikoku.
The Best: This park has
everything! Giant grassy lawn
for kite flying, impromptu
soccer games, or hyper kids.
Fantastic pirate-ship play
area to make Johnny Depp
drool. For skaters and bikers,
a "Wave Court" with rails,
ramps, and half-pipes. A
multipurpose grass court (lawn
tennis, gateball, or futsal),
two beach volleyball sand
courts and a 3-on-3 basketball
half-court. Four barbecue
houses that grill for an army
and a shoreside promenade
for strolling and jogging. The
best part... it's totally FREE to
use (first come, first served).
Uchinoumi has it all...

The worst: ...except a beach.
Sorry, no swimming.

Did you know?: Forgot your
basketball, volleyball, or futsal
ball? No problem! Borrow one
for free at the Park Center (2
hr. limit, during Park Center

"sea"dy side of tokushima ... con't on page 9

hours). Upcoming Event:
Uchinoumi Wakuwaku Summer
Park - Sunday, July 15. Live
fish displays, a sea animal
touch pool, and a mound of
SNOW (11:00 and 14:00).
Nitty-Gritty: Main gate 6
am - 8 pm. East gate 6 am -
10 pm. Park Center hours: 9
am — 5 pm (Nov. — Feb.), 9
am — 6 pm (Mar. — May, Aug.
- Oct.), 9 am = 7 pm (Jun. -
Jul.). Park Center (Japanese):
088-687-3175
www.uchinoumipark.jp

The Most “"Preserve”d
Ohama Beach (Minami-cho,
Hiwasa)
KEBRF
)
Overview: One of only a few
beaches in Japan where sea
turtles come ashore to lay their
eggs. The area is a protected
wildlife area, but if you mind
your manners you can enjoy
a secluded stretch of sand,
explore a cave, and maybe
even meet a turtle!

The best: The nearby Hiwasa

(BBEFEHVLD
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"sea"dy side..con't from page 4

view to the south from hiwasa's ohama beach (photo by lance kita)

Chelonian Museum tells
the history and biology of
these shelled wonders in a
concise visual presentation.
Don’t miss the tanks with
baby turtles and the outdoor
pools. The museum monitors
the beach and you can get
updates about the latest
sightings. Look for telltale
mounds of sand halfway up
the beach during the egg-
laying season from Mid-May to
mid-August, but please don't
disturb them.

The worst: Because the
bottom drops off sharply, no
swimming is allowed.

Did you know?: Lots of
events coming up! Watch
the release of baby turtles
at the Annual Turtle Festival
on Saturday, July 14, as well
as on Aug. 13-14. There
is a triathlon on July 15.
Teams of men carry portable
shrines (mikoshi) down to
the beach during the Sports
Day weekend in October for
the Hiwasa Hachiman Shrine
Autumn Festival B F4&/\ %
#HkEDOU .

Nitty-Gritty: The Hiwasa
Chelonian Museum is open 9
am — 5 pm, closed on Mondays
at Dec. 29-31. Admission:

¥600 adults, ¥500 Jr./Sr.
high students, ¥300 Elem.
Students. The road along the
beach is closed in the evening,
and there are light restrictions
in the area during summer.

The “Closest”

Komatsu Beach

NRBKAEE (ZEDDHVT
WE< L&)

Overview: For those living in
Tokushima City, this is “Old
Faithful”. A 30 minute bike
ride from Tokushima Station,
this is perhaps the most used
of Tokushima’s coastlines.

The best: The beach is very
wide, and with three parking
areas along its length, it can
be convenient for those in
Central Tokushima. Waves
are decent enough for
bodyboarders and beginner
surfers. There’s a public bath
nearby (Kawauchi Onsen,
admission fee required.) to
wash off the salt, if you wish.
The worst: In June,
Komatsu’s water got a water
quality rating of “"B” from the
government. All other official
swimming beaches got a “AA”
rating. Check for warning
signs along the shore before
you swim.

Did you know?: This is
actually a great spot to visit at
night (no, not for the colorful
hotels along that area).
Because it’s away from the
city and faces east toward
Osaka Bay, this is an excellent
stargazing point. In the
summer, look for Sagittarius,
Scorpio, the Big Dipper, and
the Summer Triangle (Deneb,
Vega, and Altair, the last two
being the stars involved in the
July 7 Tanabata Festival).
Nitty-Gritty: The public
beach area is open year-
round, though swimming is
officially allowed just in the
summer season. Umi no ie
7B @ R (shops offering food,
drink, shade, and supplies) will
open from July 20 to August
20. Special shuttle buses may
run from Tokushima Station
several times a day.

Most of the beaches listed don’
t have trash cans, so take your
garbage with you when you
leave. Remember the rule for
enjoying nature: "Take only
pictures, leave only footprints."
This summer will probably
be a hot one, so chill out and

enjoy the beach!
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Matt Lindsay, Yoko Kohara, and older brother
Remi of Kitajima-cho are happy to announce
the arrival of Syd Kohara Lindsay (Japanese
name: /NE EFF (Z(E5- L E) bornin

submitted
awalife@gmail.com

Chris Riedl & Akiyo Miki were married on March
29, 2007 in Kaneohe, Hawaii. Chris Riedl is
from Salem, Oregon, USA and teaches English
at Matsushige JHS. Akiyo Miki is from Mikamo,
Tokushima and is an office worker in Tokushima

City.

k|

Yoko's hometown of Kyoto on April 3, 2007.

Awa Life invites readers to submit their own community announcements by writing to awalife@gmail.com (,.ES

ooking for some summer

fun with multi-coloured

controlled explosions?

Want to whip out that
yukata and give it a whirl?
Once again the tradition of
summer fireworks in Japan is
on the way, and here is your
guide to finding the right spot
for you to check out the action
in Tokushima!

The 44th Hiwasa Sea
Turtle Festiuval: Held
on Saturday, July 14, from
8:20pm to 9:00pm, over
540 fireworks are set for this
display in Kaiyo-gun, Minami-
cho, Hiwasa River. There are
500 free car parking spaces
available nearby, and it will be
moved to the following day in
case of rain.

The Tsurugi-cho Gion
Summer Festival: Held on
Sunday, July 15, this display
features 1000 fireworks in a
show running from 8:00pm
to 9:00pm in Mima City,
Sadamitsu-cho, in the grounds
of the Sadamitsu Chugakko.
No parking is available,
however, so you will need to
find a place to park nearby if
coming by car.

Komatsushima Port
Festival Fireworks Display:
Held on Monday, July 16 (a
public holiday) 2000 fireworks
are set for this display
between 7:50pm and 9:20pm.
There are 1,200 free parking
spaces available, and you can
find it in Komatsushima City,
Komatsushima-cho, in the

by andrew dahms
until_eternity@hotmail.com

new port area. It will continute
even with light rain, but under
heavy rain it will be moved
over to the following day.

The Anan Summer Festival
Grand Fireworks Display:
This display is scheduled to be
held on Thursday, July 26 from
8:00pm to 9:30pm. There will
be over 2,000 fireworks, and
the event will be taking place
in Anan City, Tomioka-cho, in
the Hama no Ura Park. There
are five hundred free parking
spaces available, and in the
case of bad weather the event
will be held on the following
day.

Look out for more fireworks
information for August in the
next issue of Awa Life! @

-6-
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Title: Golgo 13
(3)L313),
Author/Illustrator:
Saito Taka
Publisher: Shogaku-kan
First published:
Japan (1968)
No of volumes: 143

olgo 13 is one of the

longest running manga

in Japan. Started in

1968, it has sold over
200 million copies worldwide,
and while the series has
derived much of its success
from Japanese fans there
are several English language
comics that have been
published as well.

Golgo 13 is the codename of
a fictional assassin who usually
dispatches his unfortunate
hits through his consistently
prodigious use of a modified
M16 rifle. The character
Golgo 13 is no doubt hugely
influenced by Ian Fleming's
James Bond, however he
is a far darker and cynical
character, holding no affiliation
to either the good guys or
bad guys. Golgo 13 kills all his
contracts without consideration
as to who they are as long as
he is getting paid. While he is
a ruthless hitman, most of his
victims are usually spooks or
criminals so there is no huge
moral crisis involved when he
goes about his business.

Golgo 13's activities are often
determined by the various
real life conflicts that have
affected the world in the past
30 years, taking him all over
the world from the forests
of Switzerland to the deserts
of Texas. Golgo 13 plies his
deadly trade wherever there
is conflict between groups,

be they nations, security
organizations, criminal
organizations or corporations.
The settings are quiet realistic
and usually provide a very
informed and detailed picture
of the actual conflict or the
social and political events that
form the background for Golgo
13's assignments. Some of the
real life themes that the series
has covered include: The
Arab-Israeli conflict, Northern
Ireland, Tibet, the Iraq war,
the CIA's Echelon Surveillance
Program, Swiss banking
scandals, blood diamonds,
illegal logging and poaching,
GM foods, etc.

Furthermore, the series
rarely bothers with the long
running story lines that are a
characteristic of a lot of manga
compilations, with Golgo
13 usually starring in short
episodes that are independent
of each other instead.

One recent rather interesting
and gratifying story I read was
entitled 'Little Havana'. Set
in Miami, the action revolves
around the fate of a soldier
in one of the cities criminal
gangs, in which he is cast out
after betraying the leader and
his girlfriend is beaten up by
the gang. Enraged, he seeks
revenge. Meanwhile Golgo 13
enters negations with the gang
leader's wife to dispatch the
soldier. In an unusual move
he refuses, stating that he is
working on another contract.
The story concludes with the
soldier bursting into the gang's
headquarters and fighting
his way through the gang's
henchmen, until he reaches
the leader who swiftly pulls
a pistol on him. Just as the
leader is about to shoot he

by martin o'brien
martinobrien2004@gmail.com

drops dead, killed from a bullet
that came from the window
behind him.

Golgo 13 strikes again.

This is the kind of short,
sweet and cynical plot that
is characteristic of the Golgo
13 series. It's hard to know
to where to begin with it, as
there have been hundreds
of compilations of stories
published over the years. They
were first written and drawn
by Saito Taka, and to this
day all Golgo 13 comics are
credited as being written by
him.

In reality the prolific output
of Golgo comics is a result of
a team of writers and artists.
Saito also employs researchers
to ensure that the actual
political settings are as realistic
as possible. A great deal of
effort goes into providing
accurate and informative
information on things such
as geographic information,
the subtleties of a particular
political conflict and the
weapons that are used. This
feature of Saito's Golgo 13
series is probably one of the
reasons behind its enduring
popularity.

The Golgo 13 series is hugely
popular. It's safe to say that if
you walk into any convenience
store in Japan you will find
it there. The best available
compilation that gives a very
comprehensive picture of
the series is the Best 13 of
Golgo 13-Authors selection.
Another worthy release is
Golgo 13 presents: The perfect
navigator to the dark side of
the world. This comic describes
some of the political conflicts
that Golgo 13 adventures have

been set in. @

-7-
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s the days grow longer

and the heat of the sun

along with it, at last we

arrive in summer. Here
at suketo hoikuen we have
a small vegetable patch in
the garden outside, growing
cucumber, green peppers,
tomatoes and other vegetables
that all continue to grow
healthily despite the heat.
Summer vegetables are full of
vitamins and good to taste as
well. They also help to keep
our bodies cool and work to
refresh us when we are tired,
so they protect us from fatigue
caused by the heat. Be sure to
get plenty of summer veggies

and stay healthy! Also get a
hold of seasonal vegetables
as well, as they are high in
vitamins and good for you at
that!

Summer: pumpkin, tomatoes,
celery, green peas, corn, goya,
green peppers.

Autumn: gobo, carrots, lotus
roots, mushrooms, brocoli,
bok-choy.

by kazue inoue
suketo hoikuen staff

Winter: Hakusai, daikon,
spring onions, nira,
komatsuna, spinach.
Spring: spring cabbage,
onions, bamboo shoots,
asparagus, sugar peas.

This month's toy: Frog
Bucket. Cut a large pet
bottle in half, covering cut
edges with tape. Affix frog
decorations and you're done!

he other day I took Sofie

to her 18 month group

check-up at the Fureai

Kenko Kan health centre.
The notice I got said it was
happening from 13:00 to
13:45 so I (wrongly) assumed
I'd be in and out in half an
hour. Maybe even fifteen
minutes! Well, the magical
mystery infant health tour took
about an hour and a half from
start to finish, but I got a free
toothbrush out of the deal.
It was interesting to check
out all the other 18 month-
old kids, but it was even more
interesting to check out the
other adults! There were some
grandmothers, some pregnant
moms, some fathers, some big
brothers and sisters tagging
along, and a couple of women
in suits who had obviously
taken a couple hours off work
(like me) to take their child in.
We all got shuffled along from
room to room. First was the

development tests - can your
child point at the right picture,
can your child stack blocks. My
daughter, who loves playing
and pointing at pictures,
suddenly got stage fright
and refused to do anything. I
think they believed me when
I said she isn't always like
that. Then we had a hearing
check where Sofie refused to
react to the sounds. Hard of
hearing? Or just stubborn?
Next was a dental check,
followed by a physical check,
followed by a lecture on dental
health (limit sweets! mother
should help with brushing!
limit juice to 100ml per day!),
then a lecture on nutrition (no
eating before bed! no constant
snacking! eat a bit from each
food group! no adult-sized
pudding!) and finally a one-
on-one consultation with a
health worker. That was the
best and worst part. I carried
my tired, stressed-out baby

by claire tanaka
clairish@gmail.com

on my hip as I came in and
I must have been sticking
my gut out because the first
thing the worker said was
"Got another one on the
way then?!" Uh, no. Then I
was asked lots of questions
about whether her English or
Japanese is stronger, what
kind of foods she likes, and if
she makes a fuss when I take
her to daycare. No, she loves
daycare. They make yummy
Japanese food and sing fun
songs in Japanese. I think I
am doing a rather poor job of
promoting my culture lately.
Must try some nice western
treats like toad in the hole and
learn some fancy songs with
actions or something so I can
compete with school.

The last piece of advice I
got won the prize. Apparently
drawing eyes on your breasts
is a great way to wean your

child.

-8-
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lananese Iessnn by sachiko muramatsu

umble speech is said to be a unique feature of Japanese speech. When you are praised by
someone, it is customary to deny the praise, rather than to accept it. This kind of behavior
is called kenson (humility) in Japanese. Japanese people use praise and humility as a way
of lubricating personal relationships.

|

Let's take a look at some situations where Japanese people employ humility.
1. When pralsed

onogoroeigo jozuninarimashitane e

DA ZDTAHEFE, EFIC/RYELAERRZ, (Your English has gotten good lately.)

madam dadesu

B: L\MNE, if: = TY, (Oh no, not at all.)

kara o ke sugoku uma i ne

2) C: jJ77l"‘7 T O F WM, (You're so good at karaoke.)

sorehododemona i desuy

D: (V3. %hlit’(ﬁbmt\’CTJ: (Oh, I'm not that good.)

uronokashuyorl Uma i

C 7 BOI|MF L U 9 it\/:l L/xbf&(.\ ? (I'd say you're better than the pros!)

ton demona i adasukinadakedeésuyo

D: t/u’CfbfaJ\’C?’ 7171!5‘?—27&71(7“1?'4: (Not at all. I just like it.)

s o n o fuku a

3) E: ZDAk. b\og_(,\(,\o |—175\D7’:_’Cl/4:9’?

(Those clothes, they must have been expensive.) tﬁ:ﬁ < (-
F 55 A, ii)#’; (Yeah wellnmaxl?seaanblt) o |%ﬁé ~:g'§
4) G: (looking at a photo) HRZDHRE A>T, N A ! S\ C: 4«,)?%
(our brofher 5 =0 handsome)) ST kg
Hi X | 2 @RZABC ERNE, (Huh!? Heisn'tatall.) — — &

2. When thanked:

sa n konkainopuro j e kuto a natanokatsuyoudedaiseikoudeshitayo

LJEh, SAOTOV Y R, H1EE0EBCARNTLEK,
(Mr ], the project was a huge success thanks to  you. )

nna kyoushukudesu minasa n no edesu

J: L\z_‘ %/ufan B TY, ‘é‘?é/ud)ia?’)\b"(?';
(Oh no, don't say that. It was because of everyone's efforts.)
3. When presentlng a gift:

e tsumarana i mnodesuga k onoaida ryokouni i t t anode

K:ch., DF SHEOMTER ... SOB. FRITISIT2 DT ..o
(ThIS is just a Ilttle somethlng I plcked up on my trip.)

komar i masu 0

L: a‘é lZlUiT %A}filc‘:éﬂ"é’(b . (Oh, you shouldn't have.)

ta i shitamono j a a rimase n

K: L\L\z\ tt\l/f\_%bxbdé‘lit*/uh\b (Oh, no, it's really nothing.)

soudesuka moushiwake a

L E£5TE. BLURHYEHA. (Well, in that case, pardon me.)
4. When offering to help:

watashldeyokattara o tetsuda i shimasuk 0

CHTEDSES, BEEVWLETHE, (I can help, if you'll have me.)

Using the phrases provided below, complete the following sentences.

tenisu jouzudesune

A:T A, EFTI1,
B:ngznz; shu itaide@o °
A ZOOEFBEVTT L, C‘(ﬁ,j-}
B: ) o TETENFER :1’ o -
A:‘_?;rg\ @ oisshoniyarimashou
B: 2 %. @ o WO L &IT®UEL LD, Cﬁ
OBELIHATSEZ N, @UWTIE. |
® hlic‘:’C’bc‘b)i‘d’/u @é:/u’C%chL\'(T

Answers: 2-® ‘1-® ‘v--©@ ‘g@@
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Summer School
Japanese Lessons
for Children

July 23, 24, 27, 30, 31 & August 3. (Mon-Tue.-Fri)
from 10:30 to Noon!

"I just came to Japan and I want to learn Japanese as
soon as possible.”
"I have no problem playing with my friends, but I cant
read or write very well.”
"I can't really read kanji, so its hard to do my homework.”
"I'm the only foreign kid in my school, and I want to make
more friends.”

If this sounds like your child, why not enroll them in
Summer Japanese Lessons for Children? Japanese
teachers are here to help you out. Your child can do
his/her summer homework in class, and there will be fun
activities as well, like games and quizzes.

Things to bring: writing tools, summer homework, school
texts, and things your child wants to study.
Participation is free!

Eligible participants: Children (Elementary and Junior
High School Students), whose first language is not
Japanese

Place: Tokushima Prefecture International Exchange
Association (TOPIA)

Tokushima Station Clement Building 6F

Instruction: JTM Tokushima Nihongo Network
Application: Applications: Come in to TOPIA to apply, or
alternatively, you can find a copy of the details necessary
to apply online at TOPIA website: www.topia.ne.jp.
Applications can be sent in by email, fax or mail!

*This Summer School is sponsored by Tokushima
Prefectural Gevernmane in conjunction with TOPIA. It may
be possible to participate even if you miss the deadline, so
please contact us if you want to join.

Contact: TOPIA Attn: Ms. Murasawa - Clement Plaza 6F,
Terashima Honcho Nishi 1-61, Tokushima City, Tokushima
770-0831,

Tel: 088-656-3303

Fax: 088-652-0616

E-mail: coordinatorl@topia.ne.jp
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Japanese Ability
Level Check!

d I want to know what kind of test the Japanese
Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) is.

O I am interested in taking the JLPT, but I don't
know what level I should aim for.

O I am interested in getting some advice as to how

I should approach studying for the test.

If this sounds like you, why don't you try come along to
this, the first part of the JLPT preparation courses. You're
sure to find some good advice!

When: Sunday, July 29, from 1:30pm to 4:00pm

Where: TOPIA, 6F of the clement plaza

Details: This course is a level check for the JLPT. You will
be working with mock tests to find out which level is right
for you.

Participation fee: 500 yen.

How to apply: Send along your name, contact details,
nationality, your experience with the JLPT, the level
you are aiming for and any questions you may have
to the advisors, and send to the following address:
j-kensyu@kind.ocn.ne.jp.
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Speech Contest

2007 Tokushima Prefecture
Japanese Speech Contest For Foreign Residents

Come to cheer on this year's contestants and hear some
very interesting and inspiring speeches!

Date: Monday, 16 July, 2007 (a public holiday)
13:30-16:30

Place: Tokushima-ken Kyodo Bunka Kaikan

for: Foreign Residents of Tokushima

Theme: A topic of your choice relating to Japan,
international affairs, international cultural exchange, and
cooperation.

For more info: TOPIA.

TEL: 088-656-3303

FAX: 088-652-0616
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The Japanese
Language
Proficiency Test

Take this annual test to see how far you've progressed in
your language study, or to improve the contents of your
resume! Application packs are available at Kinokuniya
Books in Sogo and at Koyama Books in front of Tokushima
Station.

application period: July 2 - September 11

test date: December 2 (Sunday)

test locations: Kobe, Takamatsu, Hiroshima, and other
big cities nearby

cost: application pack costs ¥500, test fee is ¥5,500

for more info: www.jees.or.jp
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Living in
Tokushima

In need of information for daily activities? Come and
take a look at the Living in Tokushima website hosted
by Tokushima Prefecture, home to information such as
earthquake and typhoon-related messages, tv and movie
guides, events, contact numbers and more.

Living in Tokushima Computer Website
http://our.pref.tokushima.jp/e_living/index.php

Living in Tokushima Mobile Website
http://our.pref.tokushima.jp/e_living/m
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Monday to Friday, 10:00 - 16:30

Counselling Service at TOPIA

TOPIA offers a counselling and advisory service to all foreign residents to help with issues involving accidents, working
conditions, housing, visas, international marriage, and more. Counselling is available in English and Japanese. Please note
that although every effort will be made, we may not be able to deal with all cases.

tel. 088-656-3303 or 088-656-3320 (allows three-way conversations with an interpreter)
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