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obe ( # F ), a mini-

metropolis of 1.5 million,

is perhaps best known

for its beef and the
tragic 1995 earthquake. As the
gateway to the Inland Sea,
this port has been the focus
of ancient battles and opened
up to Western and Chinese
interests at the onset of the
Meiji Restoration, developing
a uniquely cosmopolitan
atmosphere.

Sprawling from the Akashi
Kaikyo Bridge in the west to
the luxury neighborhoods of
Ashiya in the east, and over the
Rokko Mountains to the north,
exploring all aspects of Kobe
can be daunting (and more
than enough fodder for future
columns, heh heh). Book a
highway bus ticket to the city
center, Sannomiya (='&) for a
perfect starting point to Kobe's
multicultural facets.

Wa #
Sannomiya Station services
the JR, Hankyu, and Hanshin

the weathercock house is the symbol
for the jjinkan area

Railways, as well as the Port
Liner to Port Island, an artificial
island built in 1981 for the
future expansion of the city.
Gazing at the modern cityscape
to the south and entertainment
district to the north side of the
tracks, it's hard to believe that a
shrine from the 3rd century sits
smack-dab in the middle.

Ikuta Shrine ( & H # tt )
was founded in 201 AD by

by lance kita

the Empress Jingu, drawn to
this site by divine intervention
upon returning from military
campaigns in Korea, according
to the ancient records of the
Nihon Shoki. Heian emperors
designated lands around the
shrine as kanbe ( ### F ),
on which tenants grew rice
and crops as offerings to the
shrine. The extensive kanbe,
later corrupted to koube, is
supposedly how the city's
present-day name was derived.

The forested area around
Sannomiya and Ikuta was also
the Ichi-no-tani Battlefield
during the epic Minamoto/Taira
Gempei Wars at the end of the
12th century. Today, a forest of
buildings surround the shrine
(the main torii gate is actually
on the south side of the tracks
between a shopping arcade),
but you can still worship the
original deity, Wakahirume-no-
mikoto, and enjoy a tranquil
stroll through an oasis of the
woods that once echoed with
the sounds of clashing warriors.
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ow that Awa Odori is over for another

year, you might be tricked into thinking

that things have gone back to normal

and everything will be nice and quiet
until the New Year's holidays. But don't be
deceived - September is a fun-packed month
of events and seasonal goodness, so keep your
eyes peeled! Let's take a look at what's coming
up this autumn:

First of all, September is riddled with public
holidays and anniversaries. The first day of the
month is (was) National Disaster Awareness
Day, the third Sunday is Respect for the Aged
Day, and the period from September 20 - 26 is
Kind to Animals Week. September is also the
time when autumn festivals start up around
the prefecture, and who could forget the first

appearance of Silver Week at the end of the
month.

If you're looking for something to enjoy the
cooler months of the year before winter sets
in, take a look at Lance Kita's monthly series
on local tourist spots for a lengthy write-up of
some interesting locales in Kobe. Or for those
looking to glean a little extra knowledge about
what to do in case a natural disaster occurs,
check out the memoranda section on page 11
for details of this year's trip to the Prefectural
Disaster Center. TOPIA's second semester of
Japanese classes is also starting up soon so for
those interested, take a look at the schedule on
pages 8 and 9 and don't forget to sign up!

Cheers, Andrew

underneath the main tower and symbol of yakuouji temple in hiwasa (photo by andrew dahms)
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NOTE: The shrine is presently
undergoing its cyclical
renovation once every 25
years. The new main hall
will be unveiled with a series
of ceremonies, forums, and
performances from September
20 - 27. Until then, there will
be a lot of scaffolding and
construction on the premises.

Yo ¥

On January 1, 1868, the
government designated a rural
patch of land east of the main
Hyogo port as a Kyoryuchi (&
Hih) , or officially-sanctioned
place for foreigners to live and
conduct business, similar to
Nagasaki's Dutch and Chinese
enclaves during the Edo
Period. Western countries that
had trade treaties with Japan
slowly set up government
offices, trading companies, and
mercantile shops in that area
south of today's Sannomiya
Station. At the same time,
residences were also built
on the hillside above the
tracks in the Kitano district. A
whole community of schools,
churches, consulates, hotels,
eateries, and even high-society
clubs sprung up to meet the
needs of the Euro-American
expatriates.

World War II air raids razed
the entire southern area,
and the only vestiges are the
No. 15 Building (formerly the
American Consulate, now a
café restaurant) and a bank
that became the Kobe City
Museum, an elegant and
thorough overview of the city's
history. The museum also
houses a collection of East-
West art known as Namban
(BZE) , befitting this cultural

s 1% v ol
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nanking-machi'’s food stalls offer eat-as-you-walk goodies, from fried
seafood and peking duck to cool chinese desserts

crossroad.

The houses on the hill
survived the bombings, a
rare intact collection of Meiji
and Taisho Period residential
Western architecture. Many
of these Ijinkan (& A£E) are
open to the public and can
be visited for 500-700 yen,
including several National
Important Cultural Properties
like the Weathercock House
(B R % @ £ ) and Moegi
House ( 8§ # @ fE ) . Other
buildings house museums or
specialty stores. The former
Dutch Consulate is now a
parfumerie where you can
have a scent customized and
kept on file just for you, and
the Hamway residence is a
teddy bear museum. Strolling
the slopes transports you
to another world, yet offers
a panoramic view of Kobe's
modern cityscape from above.

Western culture pervades
modern Kobe. The city gave
birth to the first Japanese
jazz band in 1923, and many
veteran bars offer live music
every night. Several import
food stores cater to the needs

of non-Japanese residents,
stocking cheeses, wines, halal
foods and spices. Kobe is
also known for its bakeries,
patisseries, and chocolatiers.
ASICS, Procter & Gamble,
and Nestle have chosen
Kobe for their Japan or Asia
corporate headquarters, and
the foreigner population is
currently over 43,000 (2008
figures).

Chuth
Qing China did not have a
trade treaty with Meiji Japan,
so Chinese immigrants
moved in among the local
villagers on the west fringe
of the Kyoryuchi. Starting
as servants and cooks, the
community steadily grew
and integrated into the
neighborhoods. Although
the current community has
many facilities northwest of
Motomachi Station, the most
vivid face of Kobe's Chinese
is Nanking-machi (F8 = BT ) ,
one of Japan's three major
Chinatowns (Yokohama and
Nagasaki are the other two).
Post-war Occupation

wander-ful tabi - faces of kohe ... con't on page 4
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Japan saw a decline in the
area, degrading it to a red-
light district for soldiers. The
Chinese community took back
the neighborhood in the early
1980s, and mapped out a plan
to revitalize it commercially
and develop a tourist-friendly
infrastructure.

The recently erected gates
usher you into a colorful
world of street stalls and sit-
down restaurants sprinkled
with souvenir stands and
Chinese dry goods markets.
The aroma of fried spring rolls,
steamed shrimp and chive
dumplings, shark fin noodle
soup, and "Chinese burgers"
(rich stewed pork and spicy
pickled greens sandwiched in
white steamed buns) entice
one further into the web of
side streets. Mandarin and
Cantonese chatter spills out
into the streets and traditional
calendar events are held at the
Azumaya central square.

Through hardships and in

nanking-machi's eastern gate invites
visitors into kobe's chinatown

the face of prejudices, the
Chinese community in Kobe
has planted its roots deeply
and worked hard to become
a productive part of society.
Those interested in the history
should visit the Kobe Overseas
Chinese History Museum,
which is designed and
operated by Chinese residents
themselves.

Kobe's dynamic, multicultural
atmosphere makes it one
of the most exciting places
to live, not to mention visit.
Only a couple of hours from
Tokushima by bus, it's perfect
for a day trip or weekend
fling. Use this article as your
springboard to discover all that
this cosmopolitan city has to
offer.

The Official Kobe Tourism Site
in English (Chinese and Korean
available)

feel-kobe. jp/english/index.htm/

Kobe Overseas Chinese History
Museum (great trilingual
website)

wwwlé6.ocn.ne. jp/~ochmi979/
index1.htm/

General Site for Kobe Ijinkan
with guide maps and info on
each house (Japanese only)
www.ijinkan.net

submitted
Date Time Channel Nation Title
Fri. 04 02:40 4 - Mainichi  USA - 1984 Ghostbusters
Sun. 06 21:00 6 - ABC USA - 1990 Pretty Woman
Thu. 10 01:45 8 - Kansai USA - 1980 Superman II
Fri. 11 02:10 4 - Mainichi  USA - 1989 Ghostbusters II
Fri. 11 21:00 1 - Shikoku  USA - 2006 World Trade Center
Sun. 13 21:00 6 - ABC USA - 2006 The Path to 9/11
Fri. 18 21:00 1 - Shikoku  USA - 2004 I, Robot
Sun. 20 21:00 6-ABC USA - 2003 X-MEN 2
Thu. 24 01:45 8 - Kansai USA - 1983 Superman III
Fri. 25 02:40 8 - Mainichi  USA - 1983 The Dead Zone

-4-
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iruses can travel up

to a meter with a
cough or sneeze,
but wearing a mask

can help prevent these
molecules from spreading.
Please ensure that you wear
a mask to help prevent the
virus from infecting other
people. In particular, patients
of hospitals may have low
resistance levels due to being
in poor health. Therefore, it
is important to be mindful of
your personal hygiene in order
to help prevent the virus from
spreading.

Swine Flu Home Check Up
Things to be aware of for those
with family members who are
infected with the flu.

For Patients

* Keep hydrated and get
proper rest.

* Ensure you take any
prescribed medicine as
ordered.

* Avoid contact with others.

* Keep the humidity in your
room at around 50-60%
and change the air every so
often.

* Wear a mask whenever
visiting rooms with other
family members.

For Families of Patients

* Wear a mask when in the
same room as infected
individuals.

* Ensure you wash your
hands and gargle frequently.

* Use different towels for
infected individuals and the
rest of the family.

* Plates and utensils used by
infected individuals can be
sterilised by normal washing

and drying methods.

After the Fever has
Broken...

Infections may still spread to
others even after the infected
individual's fever goes down,
and all precautions should
be maintained for at least
two days after the fever
has broken. If you have any
symptoms such as coughing or
sneezing, then please wear a
mask.

Consult a Doctor if...

If any of the following occurs,

please contact the medical

institution where you were first
diagnosed with the flu.

* Your fever continues for
three days and shows no
signs of improvement.

* Coughing is very frequent
and you feel a pain in your
chest.

* There is prolonged vomiting
or diarrhoea and you fear
you might be severely
dehydrated.

* Symptoms improved
temporarily, but have
become worse once again.

Care of Young Children

Special care is needed for

young children, and you

should consult the medical

institution where they were

first diagnosed with the flu if...

* Breathing appears shallow
or difficult.

* The face appears to be
discoloured.

* There is a prolonged
diarrhoea or vomiting.

* They are unresponsive,
appear agitated, or are
unwilling to play.

submitted

Preventing the Spread of
Swine Flu

Influenza is a virus that can be
contracted in one of several
ways, such as breathing in
influenza molecules contained
in the cough or sneeze of an
infected person, or touching
your nose or mouth with a
hand that has come in contact
with the virus.

Coughing Etiquette

* Please wear a mask if you
exhibit symptoms such
as coughing or sneezing.
When not wearing a mask,
please cover your nose and
mouth with a tissue when
coughing or sneezing.

* Ensure you spit out any
mucus onto tissue paper
and dispose of in a bin
fitted with a lid.

* Sneezes and coughs spread
molecules that cannot be
seen with the naked eye.

Washing Hands/Gargling

* Please ensure you wash
your hands and gargle after
arriving home, before meals
or after you have come in
contact with people who
may be infected.

* After rubbing the soap in,
rinse your hands thoroughly
with water.

* If you are unable to access
running water, use an
alcohol-based hand wash to
clean your hands instead.

Ventilation/Humidity

Make sure the room you are
in is ventilated properly. You
can also reduce the amount of
virus molecules in the air about
you by keeping room humidity
at 50-60%.
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daily disaster nrenaratlons

ack when you were a

child and used to play

games around the

house, you might have
known every little hiding space
and every little crack in the
walls on your home. But what
about now?

Making a full check of
the area about your home
to see what is there and
what condition it is in is very
important. For example, do
you park your bike next to
your doorway? Are there any
gardening tools or implements
in the area outside your home?
Perhaps there might be gas
tanks just nearby connected to
your home.

These, along with many
other small things standing in
our day to day environment,

can make a big difference

when it comes to the
occurance of a large-scale
earthquake. What would
happen to the TV antenna on
your home that has been worn
over the years by the wind, or
the loose tiles on the rooves of

tokushima prefectural
disaster center
houses nearby?

The time to check for
these things is now - before a
problem occurs. Here is what
you can do:

* Look for cracks in supporting
beams and walls of your
home or apartment building.

* Check for loose tiles and
roofing and have it fixed.

* Make sure that any nearby
gas tanks are properly
secured and kept away from
dangerous obstacles.

* Secure any plants on your
veranda to prevent them
from falling off.

Translated with permission
from the Tokushima Prefectural
Disaster Center Homepage:
anshin.pref.tokushima.jp/
disasterCenter/index.htm/

he heat begins to waver

and the days become that

little bit more bearable.

Have you ever felt tired
from your childrearing efforts
during the mid-summer's heat?
Good times and bad times are
aplenty when looking after
children, and this month I'd
like to introduce hints or two
for how to relax when stress
gets a hold of you.

Stress that arises from
childrearing can often be
changed into a more enjoyable
sensation if you change your
way of thinking just a little.
For example, children often do
the opposite of how they really
feel. To understand them, take
a few deep breaths and settle
yourself for a moment to think
about what it really is your
child is trying to say to you.

Having an opportunity
to speak with childrearing
professionals about concerns
you might have can also help
to reduce your levels of stress.
Try and find someone with
whom you can talk and share
ideas in an open manner.

Most of all, it is important
for your child to have a mother
and father who are relaxed
and emotionally stable. Try
and find something to help you
relax, whether it be shopping,
eating out, going to karaoke,
or reading, etc.

by kazue inoue
suketo hoikuen staff

This Month's Toy

1: Fold a piece of origami
paper in half, and then
again.

2: Next, make a fold about
3cm from the bottom and
draw a rabbit's face on top.

3: Cut out the top of the
paper in the shape of ears.

4: Now, tape a straw to the
back of the face.

5: Last of all, fold one ear
forward and the other one
back. Drop it from a height
and watch as the rabbit
spins around like a top!
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lananese essnn by tomiko takeuchi

his month I'd like to talk about the word 'bakari’, which is used frequently in everyday
conversation. The basic meaning of the word is ‘just’, but it is often used in a disaffirmative or
negative way, and is used frequently to display guilt about one's own actions or in sentences
expressing an apology of some kind.

\‘:JD;:“

B (& 5 %%mmuurué

£O LA

mECE LWDoB EJJ()"CBbD’C(iZ‘)\U AR

When used to talk about the actions of others, the word T/ Y | often takes on a disdaining or
warning meaning, so all due care is required when using it in conversation. The underlined parts of
the sentences below can be interchanged with 7Z(F ] or TD#& ] .

l&li .=.9(317’J\U'C Eﬁ'ﬂi 1‘]’6 LRy,
WA TIEMY (,\7;(,\'( ﬁjﬁ lﬂ'&;é (AW
HbD LA UE m(,\(ii)\U'C BULLL R,

Also...
Y¢ The word T/ Y | can be used to show a conts\ijs&eant trend towards a certain situation. In these
cases it can be interchanged with T % | and T—A 71

£57%

\

R0 BEER LALh B<mBEDULE
"D KFlE BEBEHULE,

v¢ It can also be used to show an action has only just been completed.
To&E FWEEIHMUE,

Y It is also interchangeable with I < & (V] and ' [ & | to express approximations of time or
volumes

2BEEnY RTLET,
IBEENY BEELET.

WE 5007 5AEFHY <IN,

Quesa:ci%qu VMhICh of the following sentences are correct, and which are incorrect?

D HE, HEELEEHYLBOIC BIELE,
@ 9R7HEHMYIC BFELET.
® *&3ﬁm#UL:uD%ETT

@ 1&(3 Wob E?ﬁ(ioi)“) E20C HhiTE seib'tl:é/ut_cl:

Answers:

"UOIJBSJDAUOD [ewWIojuUl Ul T (<& C £) 03 sebueyd T« f)] piom ayl 109100 &)
°-§-D_1'4_— C‘—“ "IEZI‘::EIS ® é-ﬁ’]El&‘(l "MQ>EILE{6 @
134k s1amsue P3ii6d 9L "sawn Jo sajep "ssdudxa 03 pasn aq “Ouued jf  1pa.I00U] ®-®
‘uoiPe ue Jaye Apdadip padeld 10U USYM UDAD
dAIDadsIad sJoxeads oyl woly awil JO JuUSWDAOW SsSaldxa 0} pasn g ued 1] Pa.10D (D

SERE BARZENEFHHE <ALBHAR. PHRAXRBIEEHAFORAF A)—I—
*xy bD—2
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Frk 21 FE%RE TOPIA HABHE ZEEN
.07Z25J:Un§ﬁﬁ
RS HENE mise
g |0 BRI BAOLSLABERE ALY, BOBKREFET| | o
o | EBH B, (BABORKEI) 26 BDS
x |0 w0 omer. Bm Ry eR GBRASCEER |
o | TR [(BAmOBEEI) 37 80D
x |0 AR | RRBoRRNGERRENSHSFET B VSHA.| o0
o | WE | ASHFEEBTE, <HBALORRE > 1EHD
s |0 om0 |mEoLzLAmERRE. $k. ThbEESLXE| o
T o | BA |ERBETE. (BABOBFE ) 15EHS
+ | 100 |eansn— |vosRstc. #BEO--XICELTHBCARE 10/10
12:00 Ty Ry |EZAR,
MR | DREE. B BH. #R GERREEEER |
™ (BAIZOBAEID 36 RD5
10:30
0 AP~ ERUD RET DB RBHECBMTE ZONLBED
1200 | PR e wosiz. (paAn0BEE ) 1805 (BAGD| 0
223 BAAGE H»35%ifé4okﬁu LRNIVICES Y
* V=7 TEEY 5,
* 05 ABTNTNL 0 BTOTT, HEE [FABOARE || EL1E, [HALOR

AFEI] DBETY, L. LEBOD MBS - J)b— 7I/JZ

1 REEE, LEGS

EDOHBAL X,
1. 3 & @#EEEGEOHEA
2. Bk BEZEA #EEEREEERRBS (TOPIA)
EiR K T 770-0831 EETHFEARE 1 — 61 EBEIL AV NTSH6F
Tel.088-656-3303 FAX:088-652-0616
3. BEL 1,500 (£ 20[E]), 7=7ZL. BLAHK., ZHEEHN 10 FXREDIHFEIE 750 B
[C/RYVET,
X—EA L2 EENL, RPTRELA<K GO THERELE A,
(L. 95 ADUAIBRDAEN>EEDERTIS RELET S & 2[4,
BIFHEETNEL. 2ELSBEEHYEHA.)
4. FDfth O HEE THALBOBARE | | £/-13. THAZOBREE (% 2500 M) 1
PVETY,
@ 29 BhANSTT. TOPIAAY VI —ICTHLAAT EE L,
@2VSARULEDZEBEFLETIHEEIE. FETHI5RAHPDERKLEEXIA
W< X,
@ BHULAARISRELEBLIEWEZICIZ. LT TOPIABSICBRLULELS XY,
7k _ DEOBEAEXEZVEMSSENEEPL. LEOH
10:30 \WBIARY ke ) S 2 comIco i SND L > BEEETS, | BE
BmE | ol g |ER EEWEORS - BAGL bHETO. TR
£52)| ’ N TEASE HEAP 2EVET.

-8-




HIMA PR

japanese lessons 2009

JAPANESE LANGUAGE CLASSES AT TOPIA - SECOND TERM
CLASS AND INSTRUCTOR

TOKUS! EFECTURAL INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE ASSOCIATION

DAY | TIME CLASS CLASS DESCRIPTION
10:30 We will study various verb forms, and expand our
Elementary 2 . from
TUE ! Ms. Tamura | @N9e of expression. Oct 6
12:00 ' Text: "Minna no Nihongo 2" from Chapter 26
10:30 We will study reasoning, causative, passive voice, and
Elementary 3 o . from
WED ! Ms. Motoki honourific expressions. Oct 7
12:00 ) Text: "Minna no Nihongo 2" from Chapter 37
10:30 Beginner We will take the first steps towards learning basic from
THU ) Ms g(amada expressions, and study hiragana and katakana too. Oct 8
12:00 ' Text: "Minna no Nihongo 1" from Chapter 1
10:30 Elementary 1 We will study various verb forms, and sentence from
FRI ! Ms. A ol:}l patterns using those forms. Oct 9
12:00 ' Text: "Minna no Nihongo 1" from Chapter 15
10:30 A salon-style workshop where students can study freely
General . . : from
SAT 1) Group Lesson according to their current level, needs or requirement. Oct 10
12:00 P If you want to use "Minna no Nihongo", please buy it.
We will study conditionals, causative, passive voice,
Elementary 3 o : from
™ and honourific expressions. Oct 11
10:30 Text: "Minna no Nihongo 2" from Chapter 36
SUN l A class for those who are only able to participate
12:00 | Beginner - |on weekends. Chapters will be split into four groups .
) rom
Elementary 2 |according to level. Oct 11
Group Study |Text: "Minna no Nihongo 1" from Chapter 1, to "Minna
no Nihongo 2" Chapter 35.

1. ELIGIBILITY:

2. PLACE:

3. MATERIALS FEE:

4. NOTE:

All non-Japanese residents of Tokushima.

Tokushima Prefecture International Exchange Association (TOPIA)
6F Clement Plaza, 1-61 Terashima Honcho Nishi, Tokushima City 770-0831
Tel 088-656-3303 Fax 088-652-0616

term, the fee is ¥750)

¥1,500 for all 20 classes. However, if there are 10 classes or less left in the

There are no refunds for leaving a class early, but it is possible to switch to
a class that suits your level better without paying extra.
@ The textbook "Minna no Nihongo" I or II is required (2,500 yen)
@ You can register at TOPIA from mid September.
@ More than one class can be registered for if required fees are paid.
@ 1If you wish to change classes after registration, pleace contact
one of the TOPIA staff.

WED

10:30

12:00

Beginner

MURASAWA

This class will help you prepare for the elementary
classes by increasing vocabulary while teaching

you to read and write Kana. We will also talk about
information that will help you in your daily life in Japan.

every

MS. week

-0-
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White Horse
Theatre

Come for a display of A Pinch of Salt and Romeo and Juliet
as performed by the travelling White Horse Theatre

When: Monday, September 21
A Pinch of Salt: 11:00 -
Romeo and Juliet: 15:00 -

Where: Bunka no Mori 21st Century Hall, Tokushima City

Cost:  Tickets for A Pinch of Salt cost 1,600 yen for
adults and 1,300 yen for high school students
and below, and 2,000 yen for adults and 1,800
for students for Romeo and Juliet. All tickets cost
an extra 200 yen if bought on the day.

Info: Call 088-656-8798 for more information.

1¥YZ2AND7 O5IH
Sk S FEEE]

ZOBRTAF Y ROTOBIEIC K 53EEEI. TA Pinch of
Salt] & TRomeo and Juliet] Z &L ZE V!

BE: 9AR21H (B
A Pinch of Salt: 11:00 ~
Romeo and Juliet: 15:00 ~

B . UEDFR 21 HICE

ABHE : TA Pinch of Salt] I&—#% 1,600 F. /hhE 4 L
T 1,300 A.TRomeo and Julietl(x—4#% 2,000 M.
4 1,800 M. Am#HIZA 200 FHiE,

St : #L<(3088-656-8798 F THEBEE L& !

Sky Festa
Matsushige

Concerts, a quiz competition, the chance to win a
helicopter flight and more fun events at this year's Sky
Festa in Matsushige!

When: Saturday, September 26, from 15:30 - 20:30
and Sunday, September 27, 9:30 - 16:00.

Where: Matsushige Central Park, Tokushima Airport
Hiroba and surrounds.

Cost:  Free

Contact: Call the Executive Committee at 088-699-3574

/N3
ANAIIRY

avY—hk. SA4T. V4 XKREPAY AT I —DEFHER
RITHESIRE, BLWARY MK TAHYET !

HE;: 9A26H (£) 15:30 ~20:30 &
98278 (A) 9:30 ~ 16:00

B WERPRAE. EEEEIMNDVEIELE

L% EH

BEet : MEANA T T RIRTEERET
5% 088-699-3574

German Food
Festival

Come along to the German House to enjoy a selection of
fine German wine and food, including sausages, cheese,
bread, sweets, beer and more!

When: Monday, September 21 and Tuesday,
September 22, public holidays.

10:00 - 18:00
Where: The Naruto City German House
Cost:  Freel

Info: Call the Naruto City German House at

088-689-0099
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Disaster Study Tour

Japan is an area prone to typhoons, heavy rain and other
natural disasters. If a disaster occurs, it is important to
act correctly. What would you do if an earthquake or a
typhoon struck? Tokushima Prefectural Government, in
conjunction with the Tokushima Prefectural International
Exchange Association (TOPIA) is proud to announce
a study tour for foreign residents at the Tokushima
Prefecture Disaster Center to provide information on
what to do in case of a natural disaster. During the tour
you can experience earthquakes, strong winds and more
via simulation, as well as learn about what to do when a
disaster occurs.

When: Sunday, September 27, from 9:30 - 13:00

Where: Meet at the entrance of Poppo-gai (Tokushima
Sta. side) at 9:30 and travel together by bus to
the Disaster Center in Kitajima.

Cost:  Free

Info / Registration: Call TOPIA at 088-656-3303
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Tatsue Hachiman
Shrine Fireworks

Come along for a display of fireworks, including a rare
display of traditional fireworks!

When: Saturday, September 19, 20:30 -

Where: The Hachiman Shrine in Tatsue-cho, just five
minutes walk from the JR Tatsue Station on the
JR Mugi Line.

Cost:  Free

Info:  Call the Komatsushima Industry Promotions
Division at 0885-32-3809
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Japanese Lessons
at Suketo Hoikuen

When: Every Thursday
11:00 - 12:00
Cost:  Free for nursery students!
Info: Call TOPIA at
088-656-3303
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Tokushima City Citizens' Heritage

A Search for the Hidden Treasures of Tokushima City!

Tokushima City is home to beautiful natural surrounds such as Mt. Bizan and the Yoshino River, as well as cultural traditions
such as Awa Odori and Awa Puppet Theatre. However, there are many more places and objects in the city that are overlooked
during our daily lives, their potential as local heritage items not yet realised. This year, Tokushima City sees the 120th
anniversary of its inauguration, the perfect opportunity for us to take another look at our surroundings and find new treasures
of the city. Selected heritage items will be used as fresh tourist resources. Prizes will be given to applicants selected via a
draw. Applications can be accepted online at www.city. tokushima. tokushima.jp.

Application Period: Saturday, August 1 to Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Inquiries: Tokushima City Environment Department, Culture Promotions Division, Tokushima City Citizens' Heritage
Tel.: 088-621-5178

Email: bunka_sinko@city.tokushima.lg.jp

Applications

Please write your name, contact details including address and telephone number, age, gender on a piece of paper and also
include details about the applied object such as name and location. Please also provide detailed information about the location
of the object you wish to recommend, such as address and nearby landmarks so that it can be found.

Attachements: Please attach photos and other material to help locate the object.
Valid Applications: Applications must be for objects or places found within the limits of Tokushima City.
Who Can Apply: Anyone can apply, and group applications will also be accepted.

Caution

Submitted application forms, photos and other materials will not be returned. Any personal information submitted as part of
the application will not be used for any other purpose than the application. Rights on all photographs or materials submitted
will belong to Tokushima City and may be used on related pamphlets and other materials. If submitted materials contain a
recognisable person, place or object, please ensure that you have permission to submit them.

Inquiries

Tokushima City Citizens' and Environment Department, Culture Promotions Division
Tokushima Citizens' Heritage

Tel. 088-621-5178 Email: bunka_sinko@city.tokushima.lg.jp

Counselling Service at TOPIA
MET DEHRE
TOPIA offers a counselling and advisory service to all foreign residents to help with issues involving accidents, work-

ing conditions, housing, visas, international marriage, and more. Counselling is available in English and Japanese.
Please note that although every effort will be made, we may not be able to deal with all cases.

Monday to Friday, 10:00 - 16:30
Tel. 088-656-3303 or 088-656-3320 (allows three-way conversations with an interpreter)
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