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A Lot of A/ for Aizome

Sarah Nelson

he new headquarters for

the affectionately named
“dye mafia” is in Tokushima,
according to Malaysian fashion
designer Edric Ong. This is
the conclusion he, and many
other visiting designers and
textile artists, reached after
participating in the Awa
Natural Indigo Future Style
Project in Tokushima last
month.

It was a four day program
that allowed participants
to explore the history and
production process of one of
Tokushima’s cultural jewels,
awa indigo dye, or awa
aizome, as well as the use of
indigo in international textile
industries. “Through this
seminar we hope to show the
beauty and history of aizome,
and promote a new prosperity
for this declining industry.” Said
Prefectural Cultural Promotions
staff leader Junko Fujikawa.
The program included lectures
given by textile and dye
experts assembled from all
over the world, workshops of
various dyeing techniques, a
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Father and son working on stencil dyeing

panel discussion, and perhaps
most exciting of all, a fashion
show featuring works by
international as well as local
Tokushima designers.

The first day of lectures
covered topics varying from
the history of dyeing, to dyeing
methods from different Asian

countries, to the use of dyed
textiles in the fashion industry.
This introduction to the world
of dyeing provided an essential
background for the next day’s
activities, in which participants
experienced dyeing first hand.
They gathered at A/ no Ze, the
indigo dye studio at Shikoku

A Lot of Ai for Aizome...continued on page 3
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A Lot of Ai for Aizome...continued from page 1
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Participants practicing pattern dyeing

University, and the pungent
smell of fermenting indigo
filled the house as we filed
into the classroom. I was there
primarily to interpret, but I
learned a great deal myself
as I admittedly struggled to
describe to participants in
English the processes that
instructors were showing us.
Local indigo dye masters
gave demonstrations of tie-
dying, pattern dyeing, wax-
drip dyeing and stencil dyeing
before participants split up
into groups to do workshops
in each technique. Gigantic
vats of fermented and treated
indigo dye were in the ground
beneath the house, and
though I kept waiting for
someone to fall in, thankfully
no one did. Participants rolled
up their sleeves and got to
work on their projects, dipping
them inside the mixture for
a few minutes at a time and
experimenting in gradations.
Once they scrubbed off the
wax and snipped away the
temporary stitches of their

TOPIA

tie-dye pieces, they revealed
beautiful works of art. “I can’
t wait to take these pieces I
ve made home and exchange
ideas with my fellow artists.”
Said Donna Campbell, a
lecturer and designer of
traditional Maori fiber arts
from New Zealand. “This
seminar is a great opportunity
for international textile artists
to get together and explore
different forms of their craft.”

The third day was the main
- - - -

attraction, the fashion show
that included works from over
twenty local and international
designers. The venue was
unusual, with the show being
held on the grounds of the
Tokushima Castle Museum,
and though rain threatened
it thankfully held off for the
duration of the show. Models
strutted across the grass in
a variety of garments from
every day wear, to kimono,
to flowing ball gowns, but all
were dyed with gradations of
that distinctive indigo color
prized by Tokushima. Featured
in the show was one of the
more successful attempts at
revitalizing the popularity of
aizome, the “Something Blue”
line of wedding gowns and
wedding accessories designed
by Yukiyo Shimamoto. Inspired
by the Western tradition of a
bride wearing “something old,
something new, something
borrowed, and something
blue” on her wedding day,

Designer and lecturer Donna Campbell practicing tie-adying

A Lot of Ai for Aizome...continued on page 4
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A Lot of Ai for Aizome...continued from page 3

Designer Sophie Hong's completed tie-dye. Beautiful!

Shimamoto used a/izome to
represent the faithfulness
and trust symbolized by
“something blue”.

Awa ai is frequently touted
as “Japan Blue”, or the indigo
color that is representative
of Tokushima, the largest
producer of indigo dye in
Japan, making the word
“indigo” nearly synonymous
with “awa”. Tokushima even
has its own research facility
that is dedicated to analyzing
the entire dye process, and
considering the attraction
of indigo to attempt greater

stages of development.
This was the spirit that
propelled the creators of
this year’s project, the local
dye producers and workers
from the Prefectural Cultural
Promotions Division, who are
all striving to bring new life
to the awa indigo industry.
“Awa a/ is precious to
Tokushima’s cultural heritage,
having been a source of
trade and a large part of
the local economy since the
Edo period.” Said Assistant
Director of Prefectural Cultural
Promotions Yoshihito Kamada.

Designs from the fashion show

However, the industry has
suffered a sharp decline since
the Meiji era, and where
there were once over 2,000
masters of a/ production in
Tokushima, now there are
only five. After the success
of this program, producers of
awa ai hope to gather enough
support to produce 1,000
bales of sukumo, the raw
pulp of the indigo plant that
is harvested and fermented
for three months to create a’.

On the last day at the
panel discussion participants
discussed the future of
awa a/, and several artists
expressed enthusiasm
for future seminars and
volunteered their assistance.
“If more people on the
international scene knew
about aizome, 1 know other
designers, textile and dye
artists would come, if we just
promote it better”” Said Edric
Ong. With sufficient support
and popularity, the a/ industry
may have a bright future in

store. C:Kj

TOPIA



Let There Be Lights!

Lance Kita

espite the gloomy and

dark economic mood
in the prefecture, this year
has its bright spots...literally!
December is the season for
“illuminations,” 1 )L X * —
¥ 3 v, which is what the
Japanese call light displays,
and Tokushima has its
share of twinkling, sparkling
locations.

Even if you're not into
Christmas, the Japanese often
regard December 25th and
its preceding evening more
as a secular winter party or
festival, and sales opportunity
than as the birthday of Jesus
Christ, so anyone can get
out and enjoy the festive
mood around the prefecture.
Most department stores and
shopping areas already have
garlands of pine, strings of
lights and bedecked trees.

Anyone who spends time
near Tokushima Station in the
evenings may notice several
balconies above the police
box really getting into it with
elaborate light displays. Look
up this month and see what
they’'ve done this time. Here
are some other famous light
displays:

Kenchopia 7 >~ F 3 €
77 : the boats in front of the
Prefectural Office, or Kencho
I J7, run lights from the
top of their masts to create
twinkling tree-like shapes.
December 12-25.

Awa-Ikeda Station [ %
M M BR : Centered around
Hesokko Park % - 7/,
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the theme of Winter Objets
2000 £ DA 7 Y = 2010 is
“Murabito” % 3 A\ , a newly-
coined word that sounds
like “villager,” but is written
as “dream/future/person.”
Sparkling light sculptures
and displays can be found
here and around Miyoshi City.
December 1 — January 10.

Kamiyama Town i |11 H] :
The townspeople have a
competition to see who can
create the best lights display.
There are prizes for the best,
but everyone wins as the
Christmas spirit brightens up
the streets, from mid to late
December.

Bunri University SCHLKZ
the campus takes on a festive
air with blue-white LED lights
adorning the avenue of
trees in its central courtyard.
December 1 — February 14.

Speaking of LEDs (light
emitting diodes), Tokushima
is a world leader in the
development and production
of these energy-efficient
lights. One company
in particular, the Nichia
Corporation [ #fi {k %%, was
the first company in the world
to develop high brightness

. - 2
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Photo taken by Sarah Nelson

Blue and high brightness
Pure-Green LEDs. Tokushima
is positioning itself to become
an “LED Valley” to encourage
the research and use of LED
technology to stimulate local
businesses.

Anan City, the home
of Nichia, is particularly
enthusiastic about using LEDs
to bring light and hope to
the town. The stairs leading
to the lookout at the Ushiki
Castle Ruins Park Zf-Ilsz ik ik 23
is a fantasy-world tunnel
of over 100,000 LEDs. This
extremely romantic setting is
an official “Lover’s Sanctuary”
RN @ B i, and will be a
popular spot on December
24th, which most Japanese
consider the most romantic
evening of the year. Christmas
Eve is considered a time for
couples to exchange gifts and
flowers, have a nice dinner,
and enjoy quiet time together.

So whether you're Christian,
a romantic couple, or just
looking for something to
brighten up your cold wintry
nights, take time to enjoy the
illuminating experiences while
the season is here. See you

next year! &




Awaglot

Sarah Nelson

he literary corner of

Awa Life, Awaglot is a
combination of the words
"awa" and "polyglot", which
means multilingual. Be it
fiction, non-fiction, prose
or poetry; funny, sad,
long or short, we want
your submissions! If you
like to write and live in
Tokushima, then express
yourself! Send submissions to
awalife@gmail.com

Story with Snakes

If you give me a flute (I
prefer bamboo to brass), I
can charm the snakes out of
the trees. Look! See them?
Before I came here, I didn’
t know snakes could slither
up bark (in spite of all that
happened in the Garden of
Eden). But there they are,
hanging like tails of pine.

Until recently, there
were many things I didn’
t know about snakes. In
my childhood, my brother
captured garter snakes and
imprisoned them in glass
jars with punctured lids. I
had other interests. I played
with my imaginary friend,
Pam. I became a master of
hopscotch.

I didn’t pay much attention
to snakes until my twenty-
fourth year when I met a
man from halfway around the
world.

“In my country,” he said,
“It is the year of the snake.”
This long legless reptile was

6

featured in the zodiac every
twelve years. I did a simple
calculation and determined I
had been born under the sign
of the serpent.

We went to the zoo, this
man and I. He was eager to
see the fauna of his native
country because he was a
little homesick, as well as the
animals of the new country
he had chosen to live in.

When we entered the
reptile house, I approached
the encased exhibits with new
interest. I marveled at the
leopard-spotted corn snake.
I admired the French-flag
stripes of the Indian Cobra.
How beautiful they are, I
thought. Why had I never
noticed before? I turned to
my companion, but he was no
longer beside me. He stood
at the center of the room,
staring at the scuffed floor.

“Come here,” I said.

He shook his head. “I don’
t like snakes.”

“Why not?”

“When I was a boy, I had
a pair of canaries. They were
as bright as daffodils and
hearing their song cheered
me when I was sad. I kept
their cage on the floor near
the back door. One day,
when I came home from
school, there was no flash of
yellow, no greeting twitter. I
thought they had flown off
somehow, but then I saw the
snake at the bottom of the
cage. It had gotten through
the slats, but couldn’t get

out again because of the two
bulges in its body.”

Although I wanted to smile
at this image, I saw how the
memory distressed him and 1
guided him out of the room.

When, several months
later, he asked me to marry
him, I said, “But I was born
in the year of the snake. Are
you sure you don’t mind?”

He smiled. "“They say
snake people attract money.
Maybe we'll be rich.”

We were wed in the year
of the dog.

At first, we were very
happy, but we did not become
wealthy. Instead of shopping
for presents, we gave each
other gifts we made by
ourselves. On my birthday,
my husband gave me a flute
he had fashioned from the
bamboo that grows in the
forest. He taught me how to
play a song after we'd eaten
cake and ice cream. I loved
its sharp sweet notes, like the
voice of nature. I could join
in the orchestra of crickets,
cicadas, frogs and birds.

The very next day, when
I found myself alone, I
went behind our house and
plopped down on the carpet
of pine straw. I brought the
slim cylinder to my lips and
blew a few notes. It was
as if I'd been born to play
this instrument. Without
thinking, almost instinctively,
I composed a tune. My mind
was caught in the melody and
I didn't notice, at first, the

TOPIA



Awaglot...continued from page 6

snakes dropping from above.
They landed on the cushioned
earth, then propelled their
bodies toward me.

I continued playing,
fascinated. I wondered
what would happen next.
My song went on and I
was soon surrounded by
rattlers, copperheads and
coral snakes. They began
rising and swaying in
synchronization. My music
held them entranced. 1 tried
to play on but, at last, out
of breath, I took a break.
Released by silence, the
serpents slowly returned to
their bellies and slithered
away.

I didn't tell my husband
about my strange new
powers. He didn't like
the creatures that hung
suspended, that sometimes
appeared on our porch. For
the rest of the summer and
into fall, I called my friends
whenever I could. Although

my melodies varied from fast
to slow, sad to sweet, the
snakes always came. They
liked all of my songs.

In the winter, they went
into hibernation, as snakes
do, and I was suddenly lonely.
Not even my husband could
alleviate this solitary feeling.
At night in bed, he jerked
away from my body. “Your
skin is so cold,” he said, when
I tried to coil around him.

"It must be my reptile
nature.”

He rolled to the edge of
the bed and tried to warm
himself with blankets. He
trembled like a frightened
rabbit.

When warm weather
returned, my heart was filled
with a sense of celebration.
I greeted the robins with
a happy song. I saluted
the flowers that bloomed
in abundance. I danced on
the new grass. As soon as I
found myself alone, I brought

Contribute to

Awa Life!
~share your stories~

If you would like to
submit articles about the
interesting things you
get up to in Tokushima,
then email the editors at
awalife@gmail.com!

out my flute and began to
play.

They came, at once. From
the fields, from under the
porch, from the branches
of trees, they sinuously slid
and began their circle dance.
This time the higher the
notes I blew, the closer they
came until they were swaying
against me. They twined
their smooth-scaled bodies
around my limbs like hungry
cats.

I was not scared. I knew
they would never sink their
fangs into my flesh and inject
their poisons. We were all of
a kind. When I lowered the
flute from my lips they went
back to wherever they’d come
from.

The snakes seemed to
have accepted me as never
before. In the following
days they would crawl up
my body, drape themselves
around my neck and over my
shoulders. Sometimes they
wound around my waist like
a belt. Always, I felt their
benevolence.

My husband returned
home once, unexpectedly,
when I was in the backyard
enjoying the sun.

“Yikes!” he screamed.
“There are snakes growing
out of your head!” He turned
at once and ran away. I tried
my best to lure him back with
my flute.

I hear he has gone back to
his faraway country. I haven’
t seen him since.

Suzanne Kamata @
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Japanese Lesson SBOAXE

Takako Yamada

How to state one’s inclinations: There are several expressions to state your inclinations.
Depending on the strength of your will or decision, you can choose a proper one.

Strength of will or decision:

strong F9 form +F7
1 dictionary form +2%YT¥
T volitional form +% / 5 / & 2 &,h\o’CL\iﬂ'
weak *9 form +7‘_L\t,h\o’CL\iﬂ'
For example:

LWL SES5EFED

3k & iﬁl’\%% F 9 I will go to Tokyo next week. (It's decided)

BHEAT< D% Y T9, I am going to go to Tokyo. (I've made up my mind to do so)
BEATI S EB->TWLWET, Iam thinking of going to Tokyo. (but not decided yet)
BEATERZVWER>TULET, Iwould like to go to Tokyo.

* Be careful when you use [~2% 1) T3 ] to make an invitation or request. It may sound

too forceful and offend the person whom you are asking, especially if it's your senior.

For example:

(to your senior) 1 OB (L) A& bK ’a_"'d'%)?’b Y7ZATEH, ;ij.%l,\tt (TEIM?2)
"We are pIannlng to have a meeting at 10. Would you please attend it?"

(to your senior) FAEﬁ«H/u&’Cﬁkeﬁl TLD2HLYBATITA, WHoLBWLWEFAN
"We are going out for drinks tonight. Would you join us?"

(to your friend, junior, etc.) IS BRAAETERAIZITS DEYRALITE ., —#IZTNEL 2]

"We're going out for drinks tonight, why don't you come along?"

* [~7=0LVT9 ] is used to express a desire, but N~7f=L & B >TULVET | can be used to
state an |ncI|nat|on |n a modest manner.
For example: Aﬁd)ﬂﬁié’%(i AF—I[2f7EzWER-H>TVET,

I would like to go skiing during this winter vacation.

ExerC|§e ﬁﬁ}gd the expressmn in < > to each phrase and make a sentence stating the inclination.

@E*l-/ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ?’é (travel abroad at the end of the year) : < 5/ K5 EB>TWET >
%J? LL\E%E P) (buy anewcar) : <2HYTYE>

3 O;‘{ﬁif( li%*ﬁ%?’é (get married by 30) : <Fz=WLVER->TULVET >

EIEE I$I( 'Jﬁaé (go back to my country nextyear) : < 5 /&2 EBH>TWWET >

AL

SET EIZIK.%%E%ZZ.ZD (teach Japanese abroad) : < fzWWE&BH>TWWET >

()@()C

Answers:

DEXRIZEBNARITELESIERB>TVWWET, QFLVLWEZESD3H YT,

Q@B OMETICIIMEBLIZVWER > TVWET, @XF., EICIEASILEB->TVET,
@ﬁ?taxaéﬁztuauoruii

HE:TERESY—FIL] SAELY
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Letter from Suketo Hoikuen

Kazue Inoue

In 2007 the Japan Pediat-
ric Association’s Board for
Children and the Media made
a proposal, saying “Let’s limit
infants exposure to televi-
sion and video!” In recent
years there have been televi-
sion shows and DVDs geared
towards infants, and the
number of households that
let their children watch t.v.
has been increasing. Is it the
same in your country?

The television is convenient
for parents who are busy
with household chores, but if
you rely on it too much your
child will have a decreased
ability for communication,
and will have a hard time fo-
cusing on things other than
the t.v. Their creativity and
development of brain func-

tions will also suffer.

Therefore this month I will
introduce a few toys that your
child can have fun with all on
their own.

Maracas: In an empty
plastic bottle, insert beads or
nuts, and screw the cap on
tightly. Your infant will have a
grand time shaking the bottle
and making a delightful rack-
et.

Pull-string toy: In an
empty tube of potato chips,
insert a string. Poke a hole in
the lid, pull the string through
and put the lid on. Tie a knot
at both ends of the string so
it doesn’t get pulled out. Pull
on the string and swing it
around!

Hole in one: In an empty
milk carton, cut a hole in

the lid area the size of a 500
yen coin. Gather a bunch of
plastic bottle caps and tape
two of them together. Do the
same with the rest, and your
child can play by inserting the
taped caps into the carton!
Volleyball: In an empty
paper bag, insert several
bunched up plastic bags and
tape the paper bag closed.
Let your child practice for
their future volleyball career
by bobbing it around! égf
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news=events

December 1 —
January 2

For the most recent news and event information, check Living in Tokushima at ouwr.pref tokushima.jp/e_living/. To post an
event of your own, send the details via email to Awa Life at awalife@gmail.com.

Japanese Lessons at Suketo Hoikuen (free)

BMEREED BAEHE (EH)

When: Every Thursday, 11:00 - 12:00
Cost:  Free, and child care is also available!
Info: Call TOPIA at

088-656-3303

HEF:  &BEAKEH. 11:00 ~ 12:00
& FEME @R
M&¥: FETET

5% 088-656-3303

Tokushima YouTube Channel

YouTube fEEBIEF v > XRIU

Tokushima prefecture has created its own channel

on YouTube, and put up a new video made by TOPIA

promoting awareness of Tokushima’s international

community and understanding of multiculturalism. Go

check it out!

Website:http://www.youtube.com/user/
tokushimakouhou/

YouTube DFESRF + X)L Tl EEBRERRHS

DEXEHEDERBED-HIT. EENABEADRRKPZ

XAREDBIGELZBNTHETF EHE DT, B

TELREND!

4 F . http://www.youtube.com/user/tokushima
kouhou/

Happy X'mas in Asutamu Land

Happy Xmasin 9 fcE5AE

This year Asutamu Land has stepped it up and is aiming

to be the number one spot for Christmas illuminations

in Tokushima. Whether with your friends, family, or your

that special someone come enjoy the romantic light

displays at Asutamu Land. Below are a few events that

will be going on:

Solsora Sky Circus, Fantasy Christmas Night, Christmas

Science Show, Snow Fantasy Live Performance, Holy

Night Concert (entry 500 yen)

When: December 16 - 25 (Thursday - Saturday),
2010, 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Where: Itano-gun, Itano-cho, Asutamu Land
Tokushima

Cost:  Free (some events require entrance fee)

Info:  Asutamu Land Tokushima

TEL: 088-672-7111

10

SEDYV VARG, "EEFVN—1" JURAIAR
Ry b EBELTANVIR—YavERY2—LUP,
RikE. BAE, BEE. OV T4 v 7V GEFESICHE
FNEHTRESALEEBELAKIC! ZOM, 1RV F
IEDOWTHLZHBEELTVWEET,
SOLSORAZEHRH—AHR

T7BI— JURIRFAF

JVARR YA IV R+ 3—
RS=T7VBI=547

Holy Night Concert ( A35#} 500 F3)

HEf: 2010F12H816~25H (A~ T)

17:00 ~ 20:00
PR IREFERIREFET HIRESALES
ALGHL D ER(ARXV MK TREDY )

Hat : BERIUIDTESAL
TEL:  088-672-7111

TOPIA



Kenchopia Christmas Illumination

gUFIET

DVARAAIVZZR— 3>

At the Yacht Harbor in the middle of town, the boats

anchored there will be decorated with Christmas lights

for the holiday season. This extraordinary display has

been held every Christmas for 20 years, and once it

begins your Christmas spirit will really kick in!

Where: Tokushima Kenchopia (Yacht harbor in front of
the Prefectural Government Office

Cost:  Free!

Info:  Tokushima Yacht Club

TEL: 088-664-0087

HROIY bN—IN\— T5VFaET7) IBETSIV b
IEAIWZEZR—2 a3 0DNFETENETLET, SIFEETIV
IXx—aVh—RMTED > 20 EFD ST o 12
ARV T, TOAIWEZR—VavDRES & VUARR
AL—RlE—EELBEY EHRVET,

HBE§: 2010128 12~25H(H~1)

17:00 ~ 23:00 B
BrF: @#EW srFaE7 EFE3y bv—\-)
AlZElL |

Mat: #8583V 0357
TEL:  088-664-0087

Christmas Illumination Competition

GYARRA LIV x—Y 3V KE

There will be a Christmas illumination contest in
Kamiyama for the citizens to design the best light
display. Entries will be judged and the winner will
receive a prize. Come out and enjoy the lights!

When: Mid-late December, 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Where: Myouzai-gun, Kamiyama-cho

Cost:  Free!

Info:  Kamiyama Commerce and Industry Association
TEL: 088-676-1232

HMULETREMRICAIVIE R— 3 VDREEFUHLIT,
RELEAMIVZIZR—2aVEBEEL. RLEFLHAIVE
=2 avIcKEES5EZET, BIRICETLEETW!

HBE§ : 2010 & 12 BHE~T4A 17:00 ~ 21:00 B
5PR © ZEEERARILIET

ABHEL |

H&at : MLEETIR

TEL : 088-676-1232

Station Front Labor Consultation

BRENFH EEHRS

If you have employment grievances, take advantage
of this consultation! The Tokushima Labor Association
is offering free assistance from a lawyer or member
of the Association for unfair dischargement, non-
payment of wages, job rotation, and other grievances.
No application necessary, either make an appointment
or come directly. Everyone is welcome! Those with no
Japanese ability must please bring an interpreter.
When: December 12 (Sunday) 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Reception from 12:30 - 4:00 p.m.
Where: Tokushima Toukyu Inn
Cost:  Freel
Info:  Tokushima Labor Association (Kencho, FL 11)
TEL: 088-621-3234

TOPIA

HEMOD ST IVHBNIE BIFTESTHHKL TS

W ! BERFBEERDREIIEKRTZRELE T, R,

BRI, B EDHEREFRD b T TIWTOVTHE

IPEERIBEERDERENSEHDOEF LV EL S5

FedleEBLLEEY, BLAHDRERSY Eth. T

BIFHZTREDERRBICKRTLEETY, ELRLTEER

BlcEST ! BREIIDSLEVARBRELSBLIL

TN,

HEF: 2010&F 128 12H (H)13:00 ~ 16:30 E¥
ZAFE 12:30 B 5 16:00 BFE T

IR : BERIA Y

R - Ea )

MEtd : BERFBZER (RF11H)

TEL:  088-621-3234
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10th Tokushima Cultural Festival for Disabled

$ 10 2ERFEEERN - MERESLEXRR

Disabled people from all over the country will be
participating in this festival featuring an art gallery and
performances, held over three days. This event is held
to promote understanding and awareness of what it is
to be handicapped, and empower the disabled to be
independent and socially active. Features include:

eArt gallery and on-stage performances

eBooths selling wares made by the disabled

eThe 42nd "Spiritual Health You Can See" Mental Health
Fair

Schedule:

Dec. 10 (Friday)

eSong Man Yuzo Imai's family concert

e "Barrier Free" Awa Ningyou Joruri puppet theater

Dec. 11 (Saturday)

eBline singer and piano player Kosuke Kitada talk show
and concert

eYamabiko mini concert

Dec. 12 (Sunday)

e"We are each only one" Inclusion Fashion Show

eSinger and songwriter Ai Kawashima Heartful Live

When: December 10 - 12, 2010 (Friday - Sunday

Where: Tokushima City, Yamashiro-cho,
Higashihamawakiji 1, ASTY Tokushima

Cost:  Free

Info:  Planning Committee for the 10th Tokushima
Cultural Festival for the Disabled
(Tokushima Disabled Welfare Division)

TEL: 088-621-2248
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Counselling Service at TOPIA

b E7 OMEO

TOPIA offers a counselling and advisory service to all foreign residents to help with issues involving accidents,
working conditions, housing, visas, international marriage, and more. Counselling is available in English and

Japanese. Please note that although every effort will be made, we may not be able to deal with all cases.

Monday to Friday, 10:00 - 16:30

Tel: 088-656-3303, or 088-656-3320 (allows three-way conversations with an interpreter)
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