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A Year in Tokushima
(Conversation Edition)

English Translation
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April: Self Introduction & Talking About Family

Dialogue 1: Self Introduction
(1) Brief self introduction
Maria: My name is Maria Takahashi and | am from the Philippines.
It's very nice to meet you.

(2) Introducing yourself to other parents at your child's school
Maria: | am Kento Takahashi's mother, a student from Class 1-2.
Nice to meet you.
Kimura: | am Yumi Kimura's mother.
It's nice to meet you, too.

(3) Self Introductions in Japanese Class
Maria: My name is Maria Takahashi.

| am from the Philippines.
There are 3 members in my family.
My husband is Japanese and his name is Hiroshi Takahashi.
My child's name is Kento and he is 6-years old.
We currently live in Showa-cho, in Tokushima City.
| am a housewife.
Nice to meet you all.

Activity 1
Introduce yourself to your classmates.

Dialogue 2: Family Picture
Maria: Ms. Kimura, | want to show you something.
Kimura: Oh, you went to see the cherry blossoms.
Maria: Yes | did. | went on Sunday with my husband's family.
Kimura: You all look like you're having a great time. Which one is your husband?
Maria: The person standing behind me.
Kimura: He looks like a very nice person.
Who's this person?
Maria: That's my husband's father and next to him is my husband's little brother.
Kimura: | can definitely see the resemblance.
Is this your husband's mother?
Maria: Yes.
Kimura: How old is she?
Maria: She's 60 years old.
Kimura: Oh really? She looks a lot younger.
Maria: Yeah she does, doesn't she? It must be because she goes for a walk every day.
Kimura: That's great.

Activity 2
Show us a picture of your family and tell us about them.

Identifying Your Family Members
My Family (referring to your own family) s s % % % % % x % % % % % % % % % % % % * % * %

Husband

(3

\
{
Son @’ @ Daughter



o) ———
Grandfather w

D HPA08

Cousin Big Big Me Little Little
sister brother brother sister

X's Family (referring to someone else's family) % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % * % * *
s {,{\\

E,' Wife

|
(3

\
@ Daughter

e

1 M L
Father \\i-‘,/ ¥ Mother

Cousin Big Big Mr./Ms.X Little Little
sister brother brother sister




May: Looking Up Information on Tourist Attractions and Facilities &
Getting There by Bus and Other Modes of Transportation

Dialogue 1: Asking for Recommendations for Places to Visit

Maria: | want to take my child somewhere during the holiday.
Do you have any suggestions?

Kimura: How about Tokushima Zoo?
There are many different types of animals and there's an amusement park too.
It's a really big facility, so you can bring your own boxed lunch and spend an entire day
there.

Maria: That sounds great. Is it far from Tokushima Station?

Kimura: No, it's about 30 minutes by bus.

Dialogue 2: While Referring to a Website
Maria: Ms. Kimura, can | ask you something?
Kimura: Yes of course.
Maria: What are the opening hours for the Tokushima Zoo?
Kimura: It's open from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Maria: What days are they closed?
Kimura: Every Monday.
Maria: How much is the admission fee?
Kimura: 510 yen for adults and free for children who are in junior high school or younger.
Maria: Will any fun events be taking place when we go?
Kimura: Let's see. On Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, you can feed the animals and you can even
ride a pony. During Golden Week, they'll be even more events.
Maria: Oh really? It sounds like there's a lot of fun things to do there during Golden Week.

* Tokushima Zoo  http://www.city.tokushima.tokushima.jp/zoo/

Dialogue 3: Bus Information Center
Maria: Excuse me, | would like to go to Tokushima Zoo.
What time does the bus depart?
Staff: The next bus leaves at 10:35 a.m.
Maria: Which bus do | take?
Staff:  Bus #11. You can get on the bus at bus stop #2.
Maria: Okay. How much is it?
Staff: 350 yen for adults and 180 yen for children. Please pay when you get off the bus.

Activity
Research places that you might want to visit, such as a sports center, library, art museum or tourist
attraction, and see what you can do there. Figure out other information, such as opening hours and
holidays as well. Present your findings to the class.

Example: Tokugin Tomony Plaza (http://www.tokuginplaza.com/own/index.asp)

There is a gym at the Tokugin Tomony Plaza. There are treadmills and other workout machines that
are available for use. It is open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. If you are over the age of 26, it will cost you
410 yen every time you use the gym and 200 yen if you are under 26 years old. The gym is closed
every second and 4th Wednesday of the month and during the New Year's holidays. If the
Wednesday falls on a holiday, the gym will be open, but the Thursday following the Wednesday will
be closed instead. You can play ping pong at Tomony Plaza as wel. lIt's really easy to get to
because it's located near Tokushima Station.

June: Asking Where Certain Items in a Store Are &
Asking For Advice on Buying a Present

Dialogue 1: At a Supermarket
Maria: Excuse me.
Staff:  Yes?
Maria: Where are the eggs?



Staff: They are located over there.

Maria: Thank you.

Maria: Excuse me. Are the discounted eggs still on sale?
Staff:  I'm sorry but we're all sold out of those.

Maria: Oh, okay then, where can | find soy sauce.

Staff:  It's over there.

Maria: Thank you.

Activity 1
Bring some supermarket flyers to class and we will talk about them.
b)) ZAAC A LA
3 %515 /30% off ¥ %8/ Half price H B\ {5 5= / Discounted items
ARESe JEARE AV VH B R RN
mAK+t —/l /Year-end sales R EL#H % / Customer appreciation events

7 ) A< A+t —)L /Christmas sales
8 4 L+t —)b /Limited time offer
(a special discount will be given for an allotted amount of time in a day)
R4 >~ ~7#—F/Points card
7 V2 v k77— K /Credit card

Dialogue 2
Maria: Is this natto (fermented soy beans) still edible?
Hiroshi: The best before date (shomikigen) was yesterday, but I'm sure it's still fine.
Maria: The shomikigen?
Hiroshi: It means that you can still eat it, but it won't taste as good.
If it's the expiration date, you shouldn't eat it.

Activity 2
Let's take a look at food labels and figure out what they mean.

) A E AT A

”é" k37 PR /' Best before date
7% % MR / Expiration date

Dialogue 3
Maria: It's been raining a lot hasn't it?
Kimura: Well, it is the rainy season.
Maria: You have a lovely umbrella. Where did you buy it?
Kimura: At XX Department Store.
Maria: | really want an umbrella like yours. On what floor do they sell umbrellas?
Kimura: On the second floor.
They sell everything from umbrellas to rain boots, and they even sell raincoats.
Maria: Oh really, I'll check it out this weekend.

Dialogue 4
Neighbor: Good morning. Are you going somewhere?
Maria: Yes, I'm going to the department store.

Neighbor: There might be a lot of people there today.

Maria: Why is that?

Neighbor: Tomorrow is Father's Day, so a lot of people will be looking for gifts.

Maria: In Japan, what sort of presents do you normally give for Father's Day?

Neighbor: Things like alcoholic beverages, ties, or food they like.

Maria: Since my husband's father likes sweet things, I'll buy him some Japanese sweets.
Neighbor: I'm sure he'll love it.

Activity 3
Where is the department store located in your town? What do they sell at the department store?



July: Travelling Out of Prefecture Via Train, Bus and Airplane

Dialogue 1: Reserving a Seat on a Highway Bus

Maria: Ms. Kimura, can | ask you something?

Kimura: Sure, what is it?

Maria: Next month, | am planning on going to Kyoto with my family. How do | get there?

Kimura: If you are going to Kyoto, | would recommend the highway bus.

Maria: How long will it take?

Kimura: About 3 hours.

Maria: | want to know the times for the bus among other things, so can you tell me where the
information center is?

Kimura: You can find the timetable at the station, so let's go together.

Maria: Thanks, that would be a big help.

Dialogue 2: Buying a Ticket at the Ticket Office
Maria: Excuse me, | would like to buy return tickets for Kyoto for 2 adults and 1 child.
Staff: What day are you planning to go?
Maria: On July 17th.
Staff:  What time?
Maria: | would like to leave at 8:15 a.m. and return at 7:10 p.m.
Staff:  Okay, please give me a second.
Staff:  Sorry for the wait. Here you are. Please confirm the ticket details. The total comes to 19,000 yen.
Maria: Here you are.
Staff:  So that's 20,000 yen from you, so here's 1,000 yen back. Thank you very much.

How to read a fare chart

" B3

%/ Return

] E/One-way 11

KA/ Adult %% /Student discount

,]\/\gégf : k/\@—ﬁé‘é T /Child fare is half the price of an adult fare
Activity

Let's see where the JR trains, highway buses, boats/ferries and airplanes from Tokushima can take
us. We will also take a look at the timetables and fare tables.

August: Asking for Directions & Giving Directions

Dialogue 1: Asking for Directions D
Maria: Excuse me, can you tell me how to get to the Awa Odori Kaikan?
Passerby: It's at the end of this street, so just keep walking straight.
Maria: Okay, thank you.

Dialogue 2: Asking for Directions (2
Maria: Excuse me, how do | get to the post office?
Passerby: Turn left at the second traffic light, then go straight for about 50 meters. It should be on
your left. It's next to a hotel.
Maria: Okay, thank you very much.

Dialogue 3: Getting in a Taxi
Maria: | would like to go to Showa-cho 1-chome. It's near Shirasagi Elementary School.
Driver: Okay, got it.
Maria: Please turn right at that traffic light.
Driver: Okay, over there, correct?



Maria: Please keep going straight and stop in front of the elementary school.

Driver: Is here okay?

Maria: Yes,
Activity
Let's take a

thank you.

look at a map. Practice giving and asking for directions for places on the map.

Directional Words

Road Sidewalk Intersection Traffic light
. Cross the railway
Go straight Turn at the corner crossing Cross the crosswalk
Cross the pedestrian . .
overpass Cross the bridge Right Left
In front Next to At the end of Across from

September: Contacting the Police or Fire Station

During an Emergency

Dialogue 1: Calling the Fire Station to Report a Fire

Fire station:
Maria:
Fire station:
Maria:

Fire station:
Maria:
Fire station:
Maria:

This is 119, the fire station. Are you calling about a fire or do you need an ambulance?
There's a fire.

Where is the fire?

The address is 1-2-3 Showa-cho, Tokushima City, Sakura Apartment, room 404. It's right
in front of Showa Park.

Where is the source of the fire?

The kitchen.

Okay. Can | get your name and number?

My name is Maria Takahashi and my number is 090-9876-5432.

Dialogue 2: Calling an Ambulance for an lliness or Injury

Fire station:
Maria:
Fire station:
Maria:
Fire station:
Maria:

Fire station:
Maria:
Fire station:
Maria:
Fire station:

Activity 1

This is 119, the fire station. Are you calling about a fire or do you need an ambulance?
I would like an ambulance.

Can you tell me what happened and to whom?

My child fell down the stairs and hurt himself. He's bleeding quite a bit.

Can | get your name and number?

The address is 1-2-3 Showa-cho, Tokushima City, Sakura Apartment, room 404. It's right
in front of Showa Park. My name is Maria Takahashi and my number is 090-9876-5432.
How old is your child?

He's 6-years old.

Is he experiencing any other symptoms?

He's unconscious.

Okay, an ambulance will be there right away. Please hang up the phone and wait for
them to arrive.

Fill in the following “Emergency Information Card” and have it on hand so that you can relay the
information right away in the event of an emergency.



Emergency Information Card

(" A

2 Address:

@ Name of apartment building and room number:

@ Landmarks: (Example: Next to XX Supermarket, behind a park, near XX Elementary School)
® Your phone number:

® Emergency contact number:

@ Blood type:

® Allergies:

Q@ Dietary restrictions and food allergies: /

Activity 2
Use the information that you wrote on the card above and practice making a phone call. When
should we call the ambulance?

Dialogue 3: Calling the Police to Report a Car Accident
Police station: This is 110, the police station. What's the problem?
Maria: | was driving and | hit a cyclist.
Police station: Are there any injuries?
Maria: I'm okay, but the cyclist is hurt.
Police station: We'll send an ambulance. Where are you located?
Maria: On the bypass in front of XX supermarket.
Police station: We'll send someone right away so please stay where you are.
Maria: Okay.

Dialogue 4: Early Warning and Disaster Prevention

Kimura: There was a typhoon warning on TV earlier.

Maria: What's a typhoon warning?

Kimura: It's to warn you that the typhoon might bring heavy rain and strong winds and that we should
be careful. It will let us know if we need to evacuate. For example, schools will be cancelled
if there is a strong wind warning.

Maria: Oh | see. Does that mean there is a warning if there's an earthquake?

Kimura: Yes, there will be an earthquake early warning. It will tell you how strong the earthquake is
and where it occurred. If there is a large earthquake, it will also tell you whether a tsunami
will occur or not. These days, you'll get the warning on your cellphone too, so make sure
you pay attention to your phone and the TV.

Maria: Okay | will.

Activity

Disaster prevention related terms
Heavy rain Storm Rainstorm Surge Storm surge
Flood Overflow Inundation Landslide Tornado

. Emergency Official ;
Advisory Alert warning announcement Cancellation
Evacuation preparation | Evacuation : : :
advisory advisory Evacuation alert Evacuation site Evacuate
Earthquake early e : :
warning Earthquake Aftershock Seismic intensity | Tsunami
High ground Road closure | Water outage Power outage Damage
Water service Relief goods | Safety confirmation | Missing Temporary housing

Partially Disaster victim

Collapse collapsed Fully collapsed certificate




October: Looking for a Restaurant &
Making a Reservation and Ordering

Dialogue 1: Looking For a Restaurant

Maria: Ms. Kimura, my parents are going to be visiting from the Philippines. Could you recommend
me some good restaurants?

Kimura: Let's see, what kind of food are you looking for?

Maria: Well, they are coming all the way here, so Japanese food would be great.

Kimura: Well then, how about Restaurant Awa? They have a large selection, everything tastes good
and it's not too expensive.

Maria: That sounds great. Where is it?

Kimura: About 5 minutes from Tokushima Station on foot. It's always really busy, so if | were you |
would make a reservation.

Maria: Okay, I'll call them right away.

Dialogue 2: Making a reservation
Maria: Excuse me, | would like to make a reservation.
Staff: Thank you very much, when would you like to make it for?
Maria: August 13th at 6 p.m.
Staff:  For how many people?
Maria: For 5 please. 4 adults and 1 child.
Staff:  Smoking or non-smoking?
Maria: Non-smoking, please.
Staff: ~ Okay, thank you.

Dialogue 3: Ordering
Staff:  Welcome to our restaurant.
Hiroshi: We made a reservation over the phone under Takahashi.
Staff:  Mr. Takahashi, thank you for making a reservation. Please follow me.
Hiroshi: Thank you.
Staff:  Here is the menu.
Maria: Excuse me.
Staff:  Are you ready to order?
Maria: Yes we are. We would like 2 tempura sets, 2 sashimi sets and 1 children's set.
Staff:  Would you like anything to drink?
Maria: Can we get 4 coffees and 1 orange juice.
Staff:  Okay. When shall | bring out the drinks?
Maria: After our meal, please.
Staff: Let me confirm your order. 2 tempura sets, 2 sashimi sets and 1 children's set.

Activity
Look at the menu and try ordering some drinks and dishes.

November: Going to the Hospital or Pharmacy for llinesses
and Injuries

Dialogue 1: At the Reception Desk
Receptionist: How can | help you today?

Maria: My head hurts.

Receptionist: Is this your first time here?

Maria: Yes, it is.

Receptionist: Okay then, can you please fill out this medical history form?
Maria: Okay.

Receptionist: Can | have your health insurance card? We need it to make the patient registration card.
Maria: Yes, of course.



Dialogue 2: In the Examination Room
Doctor: What seems to be the problem?
Maria: My head has been hurting since yesterday. | also have a fever.
Doctor: You have a cold. I'll prescribe you medication for 5 days.
Maria: Is it okay to take a bath?
Doctor: Please avoid taking a bath today.
Maria: Okay, thank you very much.
Doctor: Take care.

Activity 1
Refer to the following graph and practice describing your ailments to a doctor.

Types of specialists and departments

Internal medicine Gastroenterology Psychosomatic medicine
Surgery Orthopaedics Neurosurgery
Pediatrics Obstetrics and gynaecology | Dermatology
Ophthalmology Otorhinolaryngology Dentistry
Symptoms
To have a headache To have a stomachache
To have a fever To have chills
To have diarrhea To be constipated
To not feel well To feel nauseous
To vomit To have a lack of appetite
To feel dizzy Numbness in the arms and legs
To have palpitations To be short of breath/shortness of breath
To have insomnia To not feel well (emotionally)
To be bleeding To burn oneself
To have hip pain To break or fracture your bone
To have stiff shoulders To twist your ankle/to sprain your ankles
To be itchy To break out in rashes
To have bloodshot eyes To have eye discharge
To have itchy eyes To have an irritated eye
To have a sore throat To have a cough
To have a runny nose To have a nosebleed
To have a stuffy nose To have an itchy nose
To have ringing in the ears To have a hard time hearing
To have a toothache To have swollen gums
To have sensitive teeth To have a missing filling

*Reference: Teaching Materials by the Agency for Cultural Affairs: Examples Collection pg. 16

Activity 2
Ask a doctor for advice. Next, pretend you are a doctor and give advice.

Dialogue 3: At the Pharmacy
Pharmacist: Are you Maria Takahashi?
Maria: Yes.
Pharmacist: Are you allergic to any medication?
Maria: No, I'm not.
Pharmacist: Here is 14 days worth of oral medication. Please drink 2 tablets 3 times a day after meals.
Maria: Okay.
Pharmacist: Take care.



Activity 3

Ask about a medication and understand

what they are saying

Types of o Topical Medicated
medicines Oral medication medication patches Inhaler
Directions To drink To rub on To stick on Inhale
For how long, for .
how many days 3 days worth 1 week worth | 1 month worth | 3 times
Dosage 1 tablet Apply as needed | 1 sheet Inhale twice
How many times : : No more than
in one day 3 times a day Twice a day Once a day 3 times a day
Before a meal During a meal
After a meal Between meals
When . -
When it hurts When you are itchy
When your fever is high Whenever

December: Sending Mail & Receiving Packages

Dialogue 1: New Year's Postcards

Maria:

Ms. Kimura, have you already prepared your New Year's postcards?

Kimura: No, not yet. How about you?

Maria:

| wrote 10 postcards using hiragana and easy kaniji.

Kimura: Wow, that's great.

Maria:

| learned how to write a New Year's postcard in my Japanese class. | just wrote the name

and address along with a simple greeting, but it was really hard writing the kanji letters out

nicely.

It took a lot of time as well.

Kimura: Oh | see. If you mail them out now, they'll arrive by January 1st. | have to start working on
mine too.

Activity

Practice writing a New Year's postcard.

Dialogue 2: International Mail

Maria:
Postal worker:

Maria:
Postal
Maria:

worker:

Maria:
Postal
Maria:
Postal

worker:

worker:

Maria:
Postal worker:
Maria:
Postal worker:
Maria:

Postal worker:

Excuse me, | would like to mail this.
To the Philippines?

..(weighs the mail)..that will be 90 yen.
How long will it take?

Let's see, maybe about a week?

| see.

...l would like to send a small package as well.

This one is for New York, USA? Would you like to send it by sea or air mail?

How much and how long would each take?

Give me a second. By boat it will be 1,000 yen and 2 months. By air it will be 1,900
yen and 10 days.

| see. | suppose if | send it by air, itll get there by Christmas, right?

Yes. Is it a Christmas present? It takes longer this time of the year, but as long as
you send it out early then there should be no problem.

Okay, then can | send it by air?

(Takes out her money) Here you are.

That's 2,000 yen so here is 100 yen back.

Thank you.

Thank you.

Dialogue 3: Re-delivery
(1) Asking about the Attempted Delivery Notice

Maria:

| found this in my mailbox on my door. What is it?

Kimura: Oh that's an Attempted Delivery Notice.



Maria:

Maria:

An Attempted Delivery Notice? What is that?

Kimura: It's to let you know that they tried to deliver something, but you weren't home at the time.
If you contact them at this number, they'll re-deliver for you.

Oh really. | wonder if it's a year-end gift. Okay, I'll give them a call. Thank you.

(2) Asking For a Re-delivery
Postal worker: Thank you for calling, my name is Inoue from the Awa Delivery Service.

Maria:

Postal worker:

Maria:

Postal worker:

Maria:

Postal worker:

Maria:

Hello, | received an Attempted Delivery Notice, I'll be home from now onwards so can
you please redeliver the package?

Can you tell me your name and address.

My name is Maria Takahashi and my address is 1-2-3 Showa-cho, Tokushima City,
Sakura Apartment, Room 404.

What is the tracking number?

401-67-29500-0.

Thank you, I'll be there around 8 p.m.

Okay thank you.

N

You have a package from ( Mr. Tanaka ). The package contains ( food ).

Please contact us by 6:00p.m. if you would like your package to be redelivered by today.

We are holding it at the post office for you. Please contact us with your

Attempted Delivery Notice

Ms. Maria Takahashi December 11 10:25 a.m.
We came to deliver an item for you but you were not home, so:

desired redelivery date and time.

We left it in the parcel delivery box/locker (No. ).

We will redeliver your item sometime after ( ) a.m./p.m. today.

Tracking number ‘No. 401-67-29500-0

Awa Delivery Service Delivery person: ( Inoue )
Phone number: 080-0123-4567

Activity

With a partner, practice calling to ask for a redelivery.

* Make sure that you can say your address clearly.

January: Trying on Clothes & Asking a Staff About Products &

Reading Labels

Dialogue 1: Trying Clothes On

Excuse me, can | take a look at that coat?

Sure, here you are.

Can | try it on?

Sure, the changing rooms are this way...how is the fit?
It's a bit tight here.

Why don't you try this size? It's one size bigger.

It has just the right amount of give, it fits perfectly.
It looks good on you.

Do you think so? Well, Il take it.

Thank you.

Maria:
Staff:
Maria:
Staff:
Maria:
Staff:
Maria:
Staff:
Maria:
Staff:



Dialogue
Maria:

Kimura:

Maria:

Kimura:

Maria:

Kimura:

Dialogue
Staff:
Maria:
Staff:
Maria:
Staff:
Maria:
Staff:
Maria:
Staff:
Maria:
Staff:

Activity

2: Buying Shoes

Oh, what a lovely pair of shoes. It's not too expensive either.

They are nice. Why don't you try them on?

| suppose | will give them a try. | like the color too and they fit perfectly. The only thing is,
the heels are quite high, so it's a bit hard to walk in.

How about these ones? The design is a bit different though.

The heel is lower, so it's easier to walk in. But it's a bit hard to take them on and off. Maybe
I'll try looking some more.

That's a good idea.

3: Buying a Present For the Coming of Age Ceremony
Welcome to our store. Are you looking for a tie?

Yes, my friend's son will be celebrating his coming of age, so | was looking for a present for him.
Oh | see, well then, how about this one?

That's a really nice color. Where was it made?

This one was made in Japan.

Oh really, can | take a look? Excuse me, what does it say here?
It's 100% silk (kinu).

Kinu? What is that?

Its "silk" in English.

Oh | see now, I'll take it.

Thank you very much.

Practice asking about product labels and words, kanji and symbols that you don't know.
Let's discuss what the laundering and dry cleaning symbols mean.

b ni Pt

#\7% /Washing instructions %@ /Bleach

N7 47 —=>7/Dry cleaning 74 e /lron

Lix nir [E3 nr

#% ) 77 /Wringing instructions F L% /Drying instructions

February: Following the Rules as a Citizen

Dialogue
Maria:

1: Taking Garbage Out
Excuse me, when should | take this garbage out?

Caretaker: What kind of garbage is it?

Maria:

Cans and glass bottles.

Caretaker: So, take them out of the bag and sort them separately into the baskets over there. Cans

Maria:

Dialogue
Maria:

go in the blue basket and glass bottles go in the yellow basket. Make sure you remove
the bottle caps.
Okay, will do.

2: Taking Garbage Out @
Good morning.

Caretaker: Good morning. It's a nice day today isn't it?

Maria:

Yes it is.

Caretaker: Maria, are those burnables?

Maria:

Yes, they are.

Caretaker: Burnables are tomorrow. Its Wednesday today, so it's plastics and plastic bottles today.

Maria:

Burnables are on Monday and Thursday.
Oh I'm sorry, tomorrow right?

Caretaker: You've got the dates mixed up so please be careful.

Maria:

Yes I'll be careful. I'll go get my plastics from my room now.

Caretaker: Okay, great.



Activity
Discuss garbage rules in your area.

Dialogue 3: Bicycle Parking
Maria: Can | park my bicycle here?
Staff:  Sorry, you can't park your bike here. There is bicycle parking next to this building and
underground, so please park there.
Maria: Okay.
Staff: The entrance is over there, where there is a picture of a bicycle and motorbike.
Maria: Got it, right over there, correct? Thank you.

March: Getting to Know Your Local Community

Dialogue 1: Talking to Your Neighbor

Maria: (Ding dong) Hello there, my name is Maria and | live next door.
Neighbor: Oh, nice to meet you Maria.
Maria: Nice to meet you, too. | made some Filipino food and | made way too much, so | wanted

to share some with you.
Neighbor: Wow, are you sure | could have some? It looks delicious. Thank you so much. I'll gladly

try some.

Maria: It might be a little bit spicy, but | hope you like it. Anyway, see you later.

Neighbor: Maria, stay put for one second. My husband's family sent some apples over so take some
with you.

Maria: Thank you.
Dialogue 2: Talking to the People in Your Neighborhood

Maria: Hello

Neighbor: Hi Maria.

Maria: It's warm today, isn't it?

Neighbor: Yes it is. | suppose the cherry blossom season is around the corner after all.

Maria: It really is. Um, can | ask you a question?

Neighbor: Yeah sure, what is it?

Maria: Next Saturday there is an international exchange event at the International Exchange

Center called "Food From Around the World."

Neighbor: "Food From Around the World"?

Maria: Both Japanese and non-Japanese people are going to get together to make and eat food
from around the world. This month we will be trying food from 12 different countries, such
as Thailand and Egypt. Please join us if you are interested.

Neighbor: That sounds really interesting. I'd love to come.

Maria: Okay then, here's a flyer for the event.
Neighbor: Thank you.
Activity

Try inviting your friends to different events.

Dialogue 3: Local Events (Rummage Sale)

Kimura: Maria, did you see the announcement for the rummage sale?

Maria: Yes, my husband and | both saw it. Ms. Kimura, will you be selling anything there?

Kimura: I'm thinking of selling some of the new but unused items | have and also my kid's toys. How
about you?

Maria: I'm thinking of cooking something with my Filipino friend and bringing that.

Kimura: Oh, really? They always have lots of cheap but nice things so | look forward to this event
every year.

Maria: Oh, | see.
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